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INTRODUCTION 

This  year’s  Bird  Report  continues  in  the  tradition  of  previous  years,  having 
reports  on  ringing,  selected  recoveries,  coastal  migration  and  a  list  of  extreme 
dates  for  some  common  migrants.  In  addition  three  papers  are  included, 
two  of  which  are  reports  on  farmland  breeding  bird  censuses  and  the  third 
gives  the  results  of  a  county-wide  winter  survey.  Mrs.  D.  Wright  is  to  be  con¬ 
gratulated  on  her  persistence  in  carrying  out  the  Brattleby  farmland  census 
for  nine  years.  The  results  are  particularly  valuable  since  the  extremely  bad 
winter  of  1962/3  is  included  in  this  period  and  her  results  show  to  what  extent 
our  breeding  birds  are  affected  and  how  quickly  they  recover.  The  Manor 
Farm,  Low  Toynton  census,  and  the  conference  which  utilised  the  results 
perhaps  demonstrates  better  than  anything  else  the  farming  community’s 
awareness  of  and  willingness  to  listen  to  the  voice  of  conservation,  and  their 
willingness  to  find  a  better  compromise  between  economic  farming  and  the 
needs  of  our  wildlife. 

The  third  paper  on  the  winter  survey  demonstrates  what  can  be  achieved 
on  a  county-wide  basis  if  every  ornithologist  co-operates  for  a  one-day  census. 
The  effort  was  enormous  both  on  the  part  of  the  observers  and  of  the  organisers 
but  the  results  are  well  worth  the  effort.  As  much  as  possible  of  the  information 
has  been  presented  in  a  relatively  ‘raw’  state  so  that  in  the  future  comparable 
surveys  can  be  made. 

The  General  Bird  Report  lists  no  fewer  than  four  new  county  records  - 
Long-billed  Dowitcher  and  Spotted  Sandpiper,  both  from  North  America, 
Great  Spotted  Cuckoo,  a  south  European  species,  and  Aquatic  Warbler,  which 
breeds  in  Italy,  across  central  Europe  to  Holland.  It  is  rather  surprising  that 
it  has  not  been  recorded  before.  Caspian  Tern  and  Tawny  Pipit  were  recorded 
for  the  second  time  but  only  the  first  time  this  century  for  Caspian  Tern. 
Alpine  Swift  was  recorded  for  the  third  time.  The  others  were  site  records  but 
this  one  was  found  dying,  and  ultimately  sent  to  Birmingham  Museum  for 
preservation  as  a  specimen.  Both  White-rumped  Sandpiper,  another  North 
American  wader,  and  Serin  were  recorded  for  the  fourth  time.  Four  Ortolan 
Buntings  were  recorded  —  this  is  remarkable  in  view  of  the  fact  that  only  six 
had  been  recorded  previously  in  the  county. 

The  continued  popularity  of  the  coast  and  in  particular  sea-watching  has 
resulted  in  more  records  of  the  less  common  shearwaters,  petrels  and  gulls. 
Covenham  Reservoir  continues  to  have  an  impact  on  the  wildfowl  records. 
Pink-footed  Geese  were  low  in  numbers  last  year  but  have  now  risen  to  their 
1969  level  and  Brent  Geese  numbers  have  risen  to  4,000,  perhaps  due  to  the 
greater  effort  being  made  to  count  them  accurately  in  view  of  the  threat  to 
them  elsewhere  in  England  and  the  realisation  of  the  importance  of  the  Wash 
to  this  species. 

Black-tailed  Godwit  also  was  recorded  in  larger  numbers  than  usual  and  an 
unusual  number  summered  in  the  Wash,  a  reflection  no  doubt  of  the  continued 
breeding  success  in  the  area  just  south  of  the  county. 

Sparrowhawk  maintained  its  last  year’s  spring  records  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  this  is  a  sign  that  it  is  gradually  returning  to  the  county  as  a  regular  breed¬ 
ing  bird.  There  were  unusual  numbers  of  Osprey  in  the  autumn.  The  one 
which  stayed  in  the  Riseholme/Burton  area  for  three  weeks  provided  excellent 
views  on  numerous  occasions  to  a  large  number  of  watchers. 

The  ringing  recoveries  continued  to  provide  interest,  particularly  the  finch 
recoveries  in  the  Low  Countries.  The  number  of  species  ringed  in  the  county, 
which  was  high  compared  to  the  rest  of  the  country,  shows  a  steady  decline 
over  the  last  three  years  as  does  the  actual  number  of  birds  ringed,  but  it  is 
difficult  to  tell  whether  this  is  a  reflection  of  the  policy  of  the  BTO  ringing- 
office,  a  decline  in  the  efforts  of  ringers,  or  a  decline  in  bird  populations. 

P.  J.  Wilson. 
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LINCOLNSHIRE  WINTER  SURVEY,  1971 


Introduction 

In  January  1971  a  survey  was  organised  to  find  the  feeding  and  roosting 
areas  of  the  following  five  species  or  species  groups:  Gulls,  Golden  Plover, 
Corvidae,  Starling  and  Finches.  Observers  were  asked  to  tour  a  particular 
10  km  square,  recording  flight  directions  and  roosts  of  the  five  species  groups, 
and  counting  Golden  Plover  and  gulls.  They  were  also  asked  to  record  time 
spent  and  mileage,  and  to  note  any  tetrads  in  their  square  not  visited. 

Practically  the  whole  of  Lincolnshire  is  covered  by  eighty-nine  10  km  squares, 
comprising  52  ‘whole’  squares  (i.e.,  having  less  than  one  tetrad  missing)  and 
37  ‘part5  squares  (i.e.,  containing  not  less  than  one  tetrad).  In  all,  42  of  the 
whole  squares  and  20  of  the  part  squares  were  covered  in  the  survey,  giving  a 
coverage  of  approximately  74%  of  the  county.  Coverage  was  poorest  in  south 
Kesteven,  along  the  north  Lincolnshire  coast,  and  in  the  extreme  north-west. 
In  the  south-east  and  centre  of  the  county  it  was  very  good. 

The  first  three  weekends  in  January  were  selected  for  the  survey,  but  observers 
were  asked,  if  the  survey  was  to  take  place  over  more  than  one  weekend,  to 
count  the  gulls  on  January  9th  —  10th.  In  fact,  of  the  62  squares  counted,  the 
counts  in  25  were  made  on  this  weekend,  two  on  2nd  —  3rd,  and  nine  on 
16th  —  17th.  Of  the  remainder,  eight  were  counted  on  two  or  more  weekends, 
five  at  other  times  during  the  fortnight,  and  in  13  cases  no  date  for  the  count 
was  given. 

This  fact  has  obviously  influenced  the  total  gull  numbers  recorded,  especially 
since  the  weather  was  quite  different  over  the  three  weekends.  On  the  first 
weekend  it  was  very  cold,  and  numbers  were  low.  The  second  weekend  was 
warm  and  sunny,  with  much  higher  numbers  being  recorded,  while  on  the 
last  weekend  it  was  again  cold,  and  visibility  over  much  of  the  county  was 
poor.  Where  counts  were  made  on  more  than  one  weekend,  those  for  the  9th  — 
10th  are  the  highest,  and  these  have  been  used  in  calculating  the  gull  density. 


Results 
1.  Gulls 

The  total  gull  numbers  observed,  by  species,  are  given  in  Table  1,  which 
also  records  the  number  of  tetrads  in  each  square,  the  number  actually  covered, 
and  the  date  on  which  the  count  was  made. 

Map  1  shows  the  distribution  of  Common  and  Black-headed  gulls  over  the 
County,  as  numbers  per  tetrad  covered  in  each  square.  No  figure  is  given  for 
SK  96,  although  it  was  in  fact  counted,  because  the  numbers  are  obviously 
influenced  by  the  large  gull  roost  in  this  square.  All  other  blank  squares  were 
not  covered  in  the  survey. 

From  the  maps  it  can  be  seen  that,  although  for  both  gulls  the  density  is 
greatest  immediately  inland  of  the  roosting  areas  (see  below),  the  two  species 
have  quite  different  feeding  areas.  For  the  Common  gull  the  most  important 
feeding  areas  are  on  the  higher  ground  of  the  North  and  South  Wolds  and  also 
on  the  coast,  though  this  latter  figure  is  complicated  by  the  roosting  flights. 
The  Black-headed  gull  is  found  at  a  much  higher  density  on  lower  ground, 
especially  in  the  river  valleys.  (Compare  map  1  with  the  contour  map,  e.g., 
map  3). 
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Winter  Survey,  1971 

Superimposed  on  this  pattern  is  the  effect  of  the  availability  of  food,  and 
particularly  the  influence  on  gull  density  of  tips,  quarries,  etc.  (e.g.,  the  area 
around  Scunthorpe,  SE  90  and  91)  and  of  ploughing.  In  certain  squares  up 
to  90%  of  gulls  recorded  were  seen  in  one  tetrad  where  ploughing  was  taking 
place,  and  more  than  one  observer  recorded  that  the  effect  of  ploughing  was 
to  ‘drain’  all  the  gulls  from  neighbouring  tetrads. 

Table  2  gives  the  directions  of  gull  roosting  flights  observed,  and  these  are 
plotted  on  Map  2.  Not  all  observers  saw  gulls  flying  to  roost,  mainly  due  to 
poor  visibility,  low  numbers  of  gulls  in  some  squares,  or  the  necessity  to  com¬ 
plete  the  count  before  late  afternoon.  However,  roosting  flights  were  observed 
in  47  of  the  10  km  squares  and  a  definite  pattern  emerges. 

There  are  six,  possibly  seven,  main  gull  roosting  areas  for  the  county,  as 
follows : 

1 .  Off  the  mouth  of  the  river  Nene,  taking  gulls  from  south  Lincolnshire, 
Norfolk  and  Cambridge. 

2.  Off  the  mouth  of  the  Witham  and  Welland,  taking  gulls  from  Kesteven 
and  the  Witham  valley.  Gulls  on  this  latter  route  collect  first  at  Bardney,  then 
at  Kirkby  (including  also  the  larger  gulls)  before  moving  on  down  the  river  at 
dusk. 

3.  Off  Gibraltar  Point,  taking  gulls  from  the  south  Wolds  and  the  Fens. 

4.  Off  Huttoft;  this  may  be  a  collecting  point,  rather  than  a  roost  proper, 
with  the  gulls  moving  down  the  coast  to  Gibraltar  Point  at  dusk. 

5.  In  the  Cleethorpes  —  Tetney  area,  taking  gulls  from  the  north  Wolds 
and  part  of  the  Ancholme  valley. 

6.  On  the  north  bank  of  the  Humber,  to  the  west  of  Read’s  Island,  taking 
gulls  from  the  Ancholme  valley  and  the  rest  of  the  north  Edge. 

7.  The  Hykeham  roost,  taking  gulls  from  the  Trent  valley,  Lincoln  and 
eastwards  to  about  Wragby.  The  Barling  rubbish  tip  receives  gulls  from 
Hykeham,  The  Wash  and  Tetney. 

In  some  places  it  is  possible  to  see  a  ‘dividing  line'  between  the  collecting 
areas  for  roosts.  For  example,  to  the  north  of  a  line  drawn  approximately  from 
Welton  to  Wragby  (between  TF  07  and  08)  gulls  are  moving  north-east 
across  the  Wolds  to  the  Cleethorpes  —  Tetney  roost.  South  of  this  line  they 
turn  south-east  down  the  Witham  valley.  Square  SK  99  is  particularly  interest¬ 
ing  in  that  it  would  appear  to  be  a  virtual  watershed.  Gulls  in  this  square 

may  move  either  south  to  the  Hykeham  roost,  north  to  the  Humber  roost, 
or  east  to  the  roost  in  the  Cleethorpes  —  Tetney  area. 

Totals  of  gulls  counted  were  as  follows:  1,074  Great  Black-back,  238  Lesser 
Black-backed,  1,740  Herring,  18,505  Common  and  28,540  Black-headed. 

There  were  also  691  gulls  counted  but  not  identified. 
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TABLE  I.  TOTAL  GULL  NUMBERS  RECORDED  PER  10  km.  SQUARE. 
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C.G. 
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TF  02 

? 
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_ 

— 

_ 

— 

— 
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25 

p 

p 
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2.1 

- 

— 
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3 
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12 

— 

3.1 

- 

- 

— 

7 

0 

- 

7 

25 

9 

— 

10.1 

— 

- 

— 

272 

338 

24 
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25 

21 

6 

06 

10.1 

— 

- 

3 

19 

233 

1 

256 

25 

25 

9 

07 

19.1 

5 

- 

20 

53 

258 

6 

342 

25 

Pall 

5i 

08 

10.1 

i 

- 

38 
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304 

5 

450 

25 

Pall 

5 

00 

? 
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- 

— 

27 

80 

- 
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25 

23 

? 

11 

p 

2 

4 

36 

90 
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30 
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25 
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? 

14 

p 

1 

14 

5 

52 
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12 

381 

25 
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p 

15 

2.1 

- 

- 

— 

24 

7 

- 

31 

25 

10 

10.1 

4 

3 

— 
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17 
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25 

20 

6 

17 

? 

— 

4 

1 

81 
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— 
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25 
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p 

18 

? 

2.1  ) 

3 

4 

— 
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— 
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25 
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19 
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16.1  1 

— 

10 
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40 

73 

— 
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25 

20 

54 

21 

9.1 

3 

— 

— 

4 
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- 

205 

25 
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6 

22 

? 

2 

- 

— 

40 
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— 
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25 
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24 

23 
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— 

1 

— 

— 
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- 
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25 
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54 

24 

7-14.1 

9 

12 

11 
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- 
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25 
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25 

17.1 

— 

19 

18 
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1 

740 

25 

24 

44 

26 

9.1 

15 

— 

— 
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2 
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25 
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9 

27 
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30 

60 

10 
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— 

— 
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25 
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5 

28 

9.1 

4 

- 

— 
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4 

29 

10.1 

- 

- 

— 
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- 
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25 

23 

P 
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22 

22 
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3 
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43 

262 

- 

328 

25 

23 

24 
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10.1 

1 

— 

1 
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— 
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18 

p 

1 

34 

10.1 

79 

— 
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37 
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25 

25 

p 

35 

9-10.1  | 
16-17.1  1 

8 

51 
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36 
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25 
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? 

36 

? 

— 

- 

36 
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57 

- 
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25 
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9 

37 

? 

3 

7 
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98 
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— 
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25 

Pall 

? 

38 

17.1 

5 

8 

12 

388 

41 

— 

454 

25 
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7 

39 

10.1 

120 

- 

25 

350 

70 

- 
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25 

22 

4 

42 

10.1 

— 

— 

1 

49 
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— 

233 

21 

18 

14 

43 

31.1 

— 

— 

— 

43 

37 

— 

80 

5 

4 

1 

2 

44 

10.1 

1 

— 

— 

43 
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— 
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6 
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p 

46 

16-17.1 

- 

- 

1 

42 
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25 
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25 
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5 
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3.1,  10.1 

2 

— 
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50 

— 
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25 

23 

64 

55 

17.1 

— 

— 

— 

20 

10 

— 
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7 

7 

34 

56 
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10 

— 
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— 
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20 

20 

3| 

57 

2.1 

50 

— 

200 
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50 

— 
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17 

17 

? 

10.1 

20 

— 

30 
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— 
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17 

17 

6 

24.1 

— 

— 

4 

748 

20 

- 
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17 

6 

> 

58 

24.1 

— 

— 

— 

325 

7 

— 
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5 

0 

24 

TA  00 

p 

— 

— 

1 
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— 

376 

25 

22 

34 

01 

1.1 

13 

5 

5 
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527 

- 

1023 

25 

Pall 

34 

02 

14.1 
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— 

80 

2500 

2000 

— 

4704 

10 

all 

p 

10 

9.1 

— 

— 

2 
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969 

8 

1256 

25 

24 

3 

11 

9-10.1 

64 

5 
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1400 

20 

2839 

23 
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4 

12 

p 

(175) 

2 

(40) 

(1300) 
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- 

(3517) 

6 
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? 

30 

16.1 

- 

- 

1 
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521 

— 
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13 
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3 

SE  80 

10.1 

— 

— 

10 

— 
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25 
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25 
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? 

82 

?10.1 

6 

— 

18 

9 

— 
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5 

4 

3 

90 

? 

93 

10 

12 
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- 
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25 

Pall 

91 

10.1 

100  f 

— 
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- 
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25 

19 

74 

92 

9-10.1 

1 

— 

11 

2 

1 

40 

55 

8 

all 

4 

SK  84 

p 

— 

6 

1 

— 

48 

1 

56 

24 

19 

6 

85 

16.1 

— 

3 

— 

6 
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15 

14 

34 

86 

9—10.1 

6 

— 

14 
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- 
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25 
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IS 

87 

2.1 

— 

— 

2 

46 

310 

- 

358 

20 

20 

6 

88 

10.1 

— 

7 

4 

12 

4 

— 

27 

22 

8 

3 

93 

9-10.1 

— 

— 

4 

— 
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— 
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25 

20 

O 

95 

10.1 

7 

— 

— 

56 
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72 
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25 
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p 

96 

p 

— 

6 
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- 

(8106) 

25 
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p 

97 

9-10.1 

— 

6 

24 

38 

970 

- 
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25 

Pall 

10 

98 

17.1 

— 

2 

3 

86 
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1 
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25 

Pall 

7 

99 
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— 

8 

2 

22 

1180 

— 

1212 

25 

22 

7 

N.B.  Figures  in  brackets  are  estimates  of  the  birds  seen,  not  actual  count  figures. 
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Map  1 . 
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TABLE  2.  DIRECTIONS  OF  GULL  ROOSTING  FLIGHTS  BY  10  km  SQUARE. 


TABLE  3.  NUMBERS  OF  GOLDEN  PLOVER  OBSERVED,  BY  10  km  SQUARE. 
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Map  2  Direction  of  gull  roosting  flights  Jan  1971 
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Map  3.  Distribution  of  Golden  Plover  in  Lines.  Jan  1971 
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2.  Golden  Plover 

This  species  was  recorded  in  33  of  the  sixty-two  10  km  squares  covered,  in 
numbers  ranging  from  one  or  two  birds  to  flocks  of  several  hundred.  Table  3 
gives  details  of  the  squares  in  which  Golden  Plover  were  seen  during  the  survey. 
The  sites  of  all  flocks  reported,  their  numbers  when  it  was  possible  to  count 
them,  and  some  traditional  wintering  areas  are  plotted  on  Map  3.  The  count 
followed  a  cold  period,  which  may  have  affected  both  numbers  and  distribution, 
and  the  species  was  almost  certainly  under-recorded  in  the  survey.  For  example, 
in  some  cases  small  numbers  of  Golden  Plover  were  recorded  in  isolation  on 
the  edge  of  squares,  or  groups  of  tetrads  not  covered,  and  which  may  well 
therefore  have  contained  larger  flocks. 

3.  Corvidae 

The  situation  here  is  remarkably  similar  to  that  of  the  starlings.  Here  not 
only  are  there  a  few  large  roosts  but  also  an  abundance  of  smaller  scattered 
roosts,  with  the  picture  complicated  by  the  fact  that  Rooks  will  visit  rookeries 
before  flying  on  to  roost.  The  largest  roosts  were  all  based  on  large  existing 
rookeries  such  as  at  Tupholme,  Hainton  and  Grainsby.  Almost  every  10  km. 
square  was  able  to  return  records  of  several  smaller  roosts. 

4.  Starlings 

Starling  roosts  build  up  in  the  autumn  and  early  winter  and  at  the  onset  of 
bad  weather  —  a  series  of  hard  frosts  or  snow  —  usually  at  the  end  of  December, 
or  early  January,  these  large  roosts  break  up  into  more  widely  scattered  smaller 
roosts.  The  birds  are  then  better  able  to  exploit  the  available  food  and  shorter 
feeding  period. 

It  is  not  surprising  therefore,  since  the  survey  was  done  just  after  a  cold 
period,  that  it  has  proved  difficult  to  draw  any  worthwhile  conclusions  from 
the  starling  flight  lines  and  roosts  which  were  plotted.  The  flight  lines  are 
extremely  chaotic,  with  birds  from  large  roosts  obviously  flying  over  smaller 
roosts.  It  is  possible,  however,  to  pick  out  a  few  really  large  roosts  which  draw 
birds  from  as  far  away  as  20  miles.  Such  roosts  are  those  at  Rothwell  and 
Holbeach  St.  Marks. 

5.  FincSies 

The  roosts  and  flight  lines  of  this  group  gave  a  broad  picture  of  a  very  large 
number  of  small  roosts  ranging  from  20  —  30  birds  in  ivy  on  a  house  wall  to 
500  T  in  woods  and  particularly  in  Rhododendrons.  It  was  impossible  from 
the  survey  to  find  how  far  birds  travelled  to  and  from  their  roosts. 

Conclusion 

This  was  the  first  winter  survey  organised  on  this  scale  in  Lincolnshire  and, 
despite  the  weather  and  the  postal  strike,  those  taking  part  are  to  be  con¬ 
gratulated  on  the  thoroughness  of  their  efforts.  It  is  apparent,  however,  that  a 
great  deal  more  time  is  needed  to  gather  information  on  the  finches  and  crows, 
and  perhaps  any  future  winter  survey  should  concentrate  on  just  one  of  these 
groups.  It  was  a  coincidence  that  the  British  Trust  for  Ornithology,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  Automobile  Association  magazine  Drive  also  ran  a  similar 
gull  survey  at  much  the  same  time;  their’s  too  was  badly  affected  by  the  postal 
strike. 
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SUMMARY  OF  NINE  YEARS  OF  BRITISH  TRUST  FOR 
ORNITHOLOGY  COMMON  BIRD  CENSUS  AT  BRATTLEBY 

NEAR  LINCOLN 

The  Common  Bird  Census  area  at  Brattleby  is  a  fairly  typical  sample  of 
Lincolnshire  farmland.  It  consists  of  200  acres  of  arable  with  a  wood  of  1 1  acres. 
The  game  is  shot  once  a  year  but  there  are  no  keepers.  There  are  three  small 
triangles  in  the  corners  of  fields  planted  with  conifers  and  two  small  groups  of 
hardwoods  which  have  recently  been  fenced.  The  wood  has  a  belt  of  old  oak  and 
elm  at  the  east  end  and  a  belt  of  high  oak  and  ash  at  the  west  end.  Parallel  with 
the  wood  on  the  western  boundary  is  a  very  tall  hedge  of  thorn  and  blackthorn 
with  oak  and  ash  growing  in  it.  The  centre  of  the  wood  is  a  more  recent  planting 
of  poplar  which  has  been  thinned  to  allowr  a  natural  growth  of  oak  and  ash  to 
grow  up.  The  poplar  has  partly  failed  and  there  is  a  fair  amount  of  rotten  wood. 
The  centre  is  very  wet  and  mostly  grass  with  low  bramble,  briar  and  blackthorn 
thickets.  The  hedge  on  the  north  side  is  thick  high  thorn  and  that  on  the  south 
side  low  thorn.  There  are  about  twenty  five  pairs  of  Rooks  nesting  in  the  high 
ash  at  the  west  end. 

All  the  farmland  is  arable  now  but  there  were  two  fields  with  stock  grazing 
until  1964.  All  fields  have  low  well  cut  hedges.  One  running  from  east  to  west 
has  the  Brattleby  beck  running  alongside  it  and  all  the  others  have  ditches. 
On  the  south  side  runs  Thorpe  Lane  with  a  hedge  and  ditch  on  each  side. 

The  methods  used  are  to  walk  every  hedge  each  time  the  area  is  covered. 
Two  or  three  visits  are  made  to  cover  it  all,  and  on  each  visit  to  walk  through 
the  wood.  Most  visits  are  made  early  in  the  morning  before  work  starts  in  the 
fields  and  before  planes  from  Scampton  start  flying.  If  there  are  neither  of 
these  disturbances  more  can  be  done.  Two  or  three  visits  are  made  late  in 
the  evening.  The  whole  area  is  covered  at  least  six  times. 

During  the  nine  years  46  species  have  bred.  Twenty-nine  have  bred  every 
year,  ten  four  times  and  six  from  one  to  three  times.  The  recovery  of  birds 
after  the  winter  of  1962-3  was  in  some  cases  very  rapid.  In  1964  there  were 
three  Robins,  five  Song  Thrush,  three  Blue  Tits  and  one  Wren.  In  two  years 
the  Robin  had  reached  ten  pairs,  which  has  not  been  exceeded,  the  Song 
Thrush  twelve  which  has  not  been  exceeded  and  the  Blue  Tit  also  twelve 
pairs.  The  Wren  moved  more  rapidly,  reached  six  pairs  in  two  years  and  has 
continued  to  increase  to  14  pairs  last  year.  This  year  they  seem  in  about  the 
same  numbers. 

The  census  shows  very  well  the  adaptation  of  the  Reed  Bunting  to  dry  land. 
There  was  one  pair  in  1963  on  the  north  boundary  by  a  very  small  pond 
which  lies  just  over  the  boundary.  In  1964  there  were  three  pairs,  one  of  which 
was  near  another  small  pond  further  down  the  same  fence.  These  ponds  are 
only  a  yard  or  two  across.  By  1968  there  were  14  pairs  spread  over  the  whole 
area. 

In  1964  and  1965  a  number  of  hedgerow  trees  were  cut  down  and  the  Blue 
Tits  dropped  from  twelve  pairs  to  eight.  The  numbers  are  going  up  again 
possibly  because  the  stumps  of  some  of  the  trees  have  rotted  and  are  providing 
new  sites.  Stock  Dove  and  Jackdaw  also  had  their  trees  cut  down  but  Jackdaw 
have  come  back  in  a  new  place. 

Blackbird,  Greenfinch,  Linnet,  Skylark  and  Dunnock  all  increased  until 
1968  but  have  gone  down  since.  Blackbird  and  Skylark  are  now  the  most 
numerous  birds,  with  22  and  21  pairs.  There  are  usually  three  or  four  pairs 
of  Willow  Warblers  in  the  wood  and  sometimes  one  pair  by  the  beck  on  the 
northern  boundary.  Blackcap  and  Garden  Warbler  are  usually  found  in  the 
wood  too,  but  at  the  time  of  writing  (April  20th)  none  have  arrived.  There 
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have  usually  been  two  to  four  Black  Cap  and  not  more  than  two  Garden 
Warblers.  ChiffchafF  are  generally  heard  early  in  the  year  but  have  only  twice 
stayed  to  breed. 

Whitethroat  has  not  recovered  from  the  sad  drop  in  1969.  They  seemed  to 
be  one  of  the  most  successful  birds  in  this  type  of  farmland  and  in.  1968  there 
were  twenty  pairs,  in  1969  three  and  the  last  two  years  four  pairs.  Last  year 
there  were  three  pairs  of  Lesser  Whitethroats  where  before  there  has  been  no 
more  than  one  pair. 

In  1964  there  were  two  pairs  of  Nightingales  in  the  wood,  and  in  that  year 
there  were  two  pairs  of  Corn  Bunting  in  the  fields,  the  only  time  I  have  seen 
any.  A  Nightingale  came  again  in  1968  which  was  also  the  first  year  Sedge 
Warblers  made  their  appearance.  Three  pairs  in  1968,  three  in  1969,  none  in 
1970  but  one  pair  in  1971.  I  wonder  if  these  are  “displaced  persons”  turned 
away  from  some  other  site  rather  than  genuine  increases.  There  have  always 
been  one  or  two  pairs  of  Long-tailed  Tits  and  the  same  of  Great  Tits. 

Bullfinch  figures  stay  very  constant  with  from  two  to  three  pairs,  and 
Chaffinch  with  six  to  ten  pairs.  Linnets  are  very  difficult  to  count;  it  would 
be  so  easy  to  count  a  small  flock  twice  over.  They  seem  to  have  become  slightly 
less  but  I  reckon  there  are  still  eight  or  nine  pairs.  There  are  a  lot  of  Tree 
Sparrows  which  are  the  most  difficult  bird  of  all.  In  the  wood  there  are  several 
pairs  which  seem  to  nest  in  the  rooks’  nests  and  there  are  about  five  places  in 
the  wood  and  in  the  hedges  where  they  are  in  tree  holes.  I  have  also  found  a 
nest  in  a  hedge  and  in  a  briar  so  thick  that  you  would  wonder  how  the  bird 
got  in  and  out.  It  was  very  well  hidden  and  there  may  well  be  more  of  these 
nests.  The  birds  are  extremely  wary. 

The  Rooks  are  shot  once  a  year  in  the  old  fashioned  way.  A  second  colony- 
started  in  one  of  the  triangles  on  Thorpe  Lane  but  left  after  two  years.  They 
remain  at  about  twenty-five  nests.  Jays  have  now  taken  advantage  of  the 
absence  of  keepers  and  nested  for  two  years,  and  Carrion  Crows  from  1967 
to  1970.  The  first  of  these  was  quite  a  character  and  kept  a  close  watch  on  the 
bird  watcher.  The  nearer  I  got  to  the  nest  the  nearer  he  got  to  me.  I  think  he 
was  shot  by  some  neighbouring  keeper  as  I  found  a  dead  crow  in  the  wood  and 
never  saw  him  again. 

One  bird  which  has  disappeared  is  the  Long  eared  Owl.  There  was  one  in 
the  wood  the  first  year  and  a  dead  one  was  picked  up  the  following  year. 
There  is  a  Barn  Owl  which  hunts  Thorpe  Lane  and  lives  in  an  old  building 
just  over  the  boundary,  where  a  Little  Owl  is  also  sometimes  to  be  found. 

The  most  unusual  birds  I  have  seen  were  a  party  of  Crossbills  which  fed  in  one 
of  the  small  triangles  for  a  few  minutes  in  1964,  and  a  Brambling  which  was 
in  full  plumage  and  full  song.  There  have  also  been  Redpole,  Great  Spotted 
Woodpecker,  Wheatear  seen  or  heard  once  or  twice,  and  Heron,  Canada 
Goose,  Teal,  Grasshopper  Warbler,  Woodcock,  Snipe  and  Quail. 

A  sewage  scheme  has  come  to  the  village  of  Brattleby  but  is  not  yet  connected 
up.  We  hope  that  the  beck  may  become  more  alive  when  it  is.  It  once  held 
Kingfisher  and  Water  Rail. 


Birds  which  have  nested  every  year 

Mallard,  Red-legged  Partridge,  Grey  Partridge,  Moorhen,  Turtle  Dove,  Cuckoo,  Skylark, 
Rook,  Great  Tit,  Blue  Tit,  Long-tailed  Tit,  Wren,  Song  Thrush,  Blackbird,  Robin,  Whitethroat, 
Willow  Warbler,  Dunnock,  Starling,  Greenfinch,  Linnet,  Bullfinch,  Chaffinch,  Yellowhammer, 
Reed  Bunting,  Tree  Sparrow,  Rook,  Wood  Pigeon,  House  Sparrow. 
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Birds  which  have  nested  at  least  four  times 

Lapwing,  Carrion  Crow,  Blackcap,  Garden  Warbler.  Lesser  Whitethroat,  Spotted  Flycatcher, 
Goldfinch,  Tree  Creeper,  Jackdaw,  Marsh  Tit. 

Birds  which  have  nested  one  to  three  times 

Jay,  Nightingale,  Sedge  Warbler,  Chiffchaff,  Stock  Dove.  Mistle  Thrush,  Willow  Tit. 
Possible  breeder  in  1970:  Woodcock. 

“have  nested”  means  that  they  have  all  the  appearance  of  nesting  birds,  not  that  nesting  has 
been  absolutely  confirmed  in  all  cases. 

There  are  also  a  number  of  Pheasants,  and  a  large  flock  of  Woodpigeon. 

D.  B.  Wright. 


MANOR  FARM,  LOW  TOYNTON 

Introduction 

At  the  request  of  the  Lincolnshire  Trust  for  Nature  Conservation  a  census 
of  birds  using  Manor  Farm,  Low  Toynton,  was  organised.  The  result  of  the 
census  was  used  at  a  Farming  and  Wildlife  Conference  organised  jointly  by 
Lindsey  Agricultural  Development  and  Advisory  Service,  the  Lincolnshire 
Trust  for  Nature  Conservation  and  the  Nature  Conservancy.  The  Conference, 
which  also  considered  other  aspects  of  Manor  Farm,  particularly  the  financial 
aspects  of  different  farming  regimes,  was  held  at  the  Horncastle  Residential 
College  in  June  1971. 

The  farm  was  censused  during  the  two  breeding  seasons  prior  to  the  Con¬ 
ference,  using  common  bird  census  methods  devised  by  the  British  Trust  for 
Ornithology.  Briefly,  this  method  consists  of  plotting  on  a  large-scale  map  the 
activity  (i.e.,  singing,  display,  etc.)  and  positions  of  all  birds  seen  on  successive 
visits  and  from  this  establishing  the  territories  of  each  species.  There  were 
some  species  which  we  could  not  census  accurately  since  some  birds  had  too 
few  ‘registrations'  on  the  maps  for  their  territories  to  be  recorded  satisfactorily. 
These  were  species  which  were  either  early  breeders,  or  were  very  numerous, 
e.g.,  Robin  and  Skylark.  Therefore  Table  II  lists  in  a  separate  column  the 
number  of  pairs  proved  and  the  number  of  pairs  strongly  suspected  to  have 
been  breeding  but  for  which  there  are  too  few  registrations.  Some  species  were 
much  more  difficult  to  census  than  others,  particularly  Blackbird,  though  we 
think  that  these  were  censused  fairly  accurately.  However,  this  is  certainly  not 
so  with  Moorhen,  a  bird  we  found  very  secretive  —  there  were  certainly  more 
than  two  pairs  on  the  farm. 

In  addition  to  the  breeding  season  census,  counts  were  made  in  winter,  but 
the  numbers  of  birds  using  the  farm  depended  largely  on  the  farming  activities, 
such  as  ploughing.  Too  few  visits  were  made  to  get  more  than  a  very  general 
picture  of  the  varying  importance  of  the  grassland  and  arable  land  over  the 
winter  months. 

The  Farm 

Manor  Farm  is  farmed  by  Mr.  J.  Chatterton  and  comprises  315  acres 
(127.53  hectares)  on  the  south-west  edge  of  the  Lincolnshire  Wolds  in  the 
parishes  of  Low  Toynton  and  Florncastle.  Five  soil  types  are  represented: 
sand,  loamy  sand,  sandy  loam,  loam  and  sandy  clay  loam.  These  soils  — 
essentially  river  deposits  —  overlay  a  chalky  boulder  clay.  The  River  Waring 
and  Toynton  Beck  run  through  the  farm.  The  22  fields  are  divided  by  the 
water  courses,  ditches,  post  and  wire  fences  or  hedges.  There  is  no  woodland 
as  such  but  a  small  over-grown  orchard  more  nearly  represents  the  woodland 
habitat  than  anything  else.  The  major  habitats  are  listed  in  Table  I,  and  the 
map  of  the  farm  shows  the  habitat  distribution  and  the  crops  at  the  time  of 
or  immediately  prior  to  the  survey. 
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TABLE  I 


Major  habitats:  Manor  Farm,  Low  Toynton 


Crop 

Acreage 

"Wood  landf 

0  14 

'  Winter  Wheat 

9 

Manor  Farm 

0'86 

Arable 

Spring  Barley 

170-5 

Other 

Hedgerow* 

9.500  yds 

Land 

< 

Sugar  Beet 

40 

habitats  << 

Roadside  verge 

4.400  vds 

Cabbages 

8 

River  Waring 

1.700  yds 

1  Kale 

15-5 

Toynton  Beck 

780  yds 

L  Ditches 

2,200  yds 

dotal 

243-0 

*  —  Includes  that  of  boundary, 

road-verge 

Permanent  f  Improved  Grass 

50 

stream  and  river-side. 

Grass 

JOld  Wet  Meadow 

21 

y  —  See  text. 

Fotal 

71 

Census  Results 

All  parts  of  the  farm  were  visited  at  least  seven  times  in  1970  between  the 
beginning  of  June  and  the  middle  of  July  and  some  of  the  more  densely  popu¬ 
lated  areas  received  nine  visits.  In  all,  forty-eight  species  were  found  breeding 
on  the  farm.  These  are  listed  in  Table  II  which  also  lists  the  habitat  where  the 
species  was  breeding.  A  further  10  species  used  the  farm  only  as  a  feeding  area 
during  June/July  1970/71.  These  were  Heron,  Kestrel,  Snipe,  Jack  Snipe, 
Green  Sandpiper,  Herring  Gull,  Blackheaded  Gull,  Common  Gull,  Rook  and 
Redpoll.  Obviously  the  farm  was  also  used  as  a  feeding  area  by  birds  of  species 
already  recorded  as  breeding  or  holding  territories.  Thus  the  three  pairs  of 
Lapwing  breeding  on  the  farm  were  augmented  by  flocks  of  68,  19  and  48 
birds  on  7th,  12th  and  18th  July  1970  respectively,  and  similarly  24  House 
Sparrows  were  feeding  on  the  farm  on  5th  July  1970  in  addition  to  the  six 
breeding  pairs. 

Some  areas  of  the  farm  were  particularly  attractive  to  birds;  the  farm 
buildings  and  immediate  surroundings  held  no  less  than  50  bird  territories 
of  20  species.  These  are  listed  in  Table  III.  It  should  be  noted  that  this  area 
includes  a  small  paddock  and  cottage  garden,  surrounded  by  tall  old  trees, 
good  hedges  and  some  of  the  farm  buildings  are  old  with  many  nesting  sites. 
There  is  also  a  piggery,  crew  yard  and  an  area  with  old  farm  machinery  over¬ 
grown  with  bramble  and  nettles. 

In  all  32  species  bred  in  the  hedgerows,  the  most  attractive  ones  being 
those  which  included  tali  trees  and  bordering  grass  fields  or  wide  road  verges, 
such  as  the  Horncastle  —  Low  Toynton  Road.  Reed  Bunting  showed  a  marked 
preference  for  hedgerows  bordering  water-courses  and  Mallard,  Moorhen, 
Willow  Tit  and  Sedge  Warbler  were  found  exclusively  in  this  habitat.  The 
hedgerows  between  the  arable  fields  held  fewest  birds  but  these  hedges,  parti¬ 
cularly  in  the  northern  half  of  the  farm,  were  low  and  not  very  well  developed 
and  had  many  gaps  filled  with  post  and  wire  or  post  and  rail  fencing.  Corn 
Bunting,  however,  was  almost  exclusively  found  in  this  type  of  habitat. 

The  21  acres  of  old  grassland  in  the  south  of  the  farm,  crossed  by  two  old 
outgrown  hedges  of  hawthorn,  had  35  bird  territories  of  15  species.  Sand 
Martins  breeding  in  the  banks  of  the  Waring,  which  meanders  through  these 
old  meadows,  were  exclusive  to  this  area.  In  contrast  the  65  acres  of  arable 
fields  in  the  northern  part  of  the  farm,  with  crops  of  sugar  beet  and  barley, 
and  divided  by  post  and  wire  fences  or  poor  hedgerows,  held  few  er  species  at  a 
lower  density.  There  were  49  territories  of  11  species.  Hcnvever,  19  of  these 
territories  were  associated  with  well-developed  hedges  and  a  grass  verge 
which  forms  the  farm  boundarv  on  the  north  and  east  side  of  this  area.  The 

j 

arable  fields,  however,  held  the  highest  density  of  Skylark  and  Corn  Bunting. 


Manor  Farm ,  Low  Toynton 
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TABLE  II 

Species,  number  of  territories  and  habitats 
occupied  of  birds  breeding;  on  Manor  Farm, 
1970. 

Number 
Number  suspected 

Species  breeding  breeding  Total  Habitat 


Mallard 

Red-legged 

5 

— 

5 

S/R 

Partridge 

Common 

2 

— 

2 

G/A 

Partridge 

2 

— 

2 

G/A,  H 

Pheasant 

6 

— 

6 

G/A,  H,W 

Moorhen* 

2* 

— 

o* 

S/R,  H 

Lapwing 

3 

— 

3 

G/A 

Stock  Dove 

2 

— 

2 

Fb,  W 

Wood  Pigeon 

14 

— 

14 

Fb,  H,  W 

Turtle  Dove 

1 

— 

1 

H 

Cuckoo 

1 

— 

1 

H 

Barn  Owl 

1 

— 

1 

Fb 

Tawny  Owl 

1 

- 

1 

H,  W 

Kingfisher 

1 

— 

1 

S/R 

Skylark 

31 

9 

40 

G/A 

Swallow 

4 

— 

4 

Fb 

Sand  Martin 

4 

— 

4 

S/R 

Carrion  Crow 

1 

— 

1 

G/A,  W 

Jackdaw 

2 

— 

2 

Fb 

Magpie 

1 

— 

1 

H 

Great  Tit 

2 

— 

2 

H,  W 

Blue  Tit 

10 

— 

10 

Fb,  FI,  W 

Willow  Tit 

1 

— 

1 

H,  S/R 

Long-tailed  Tit 

1 

— 

1 

H 

Wren 

9 

4 

13 

Fb,  H,  W 

Mistle  Thrush 

1 

— 

1 

Fb,  FI 

Song  Thrush 

14 

o 

O 

17 

Fb,  H,  W 

Number 


Number  suspected 

Species  breeding  breeding  Total  Habitat 

Blackbird  31 

6 

37 

Fb,  H,  W 

Robin  4 

3 

7 

Fb,  H,  W 

Sedge  Warbler  3 

1 

4 

S/R,  H 

Blackcap  1 

— 

1 

H,  W 

Whitethroat  20 

— 

20 

H 

Lesser 

Whitethroat  1 

1 

2 

H 

Willow  Warbler  1 

— 

1 

H 

Spotted 

Flycatcher  1 

1 

Fb 

Dunnock  2 1 

5 

26 

Fb,  H 

Meadow  Pipit  1 

— 

1 

G/A 

Pied  Wagtail  1 

— 

1 

Fb 

Starling  2 

2 

Fb,  H 

Greenfinch  9 

1 

10 

Fb,  H,  W 

Goldfinch  2 

— 

2 

Fb,  W^ 

Linnet  1 1 

4 

15 

Fb,  H 

Bullfinch  1 

— 

1 

Fb,  H 

Chaffinch  6 

— 

6 

Fb ,  H,  W 

Yellowhammer  15 

4 

19 

H 

Corn  Bunting  5 

1 

6 

G/A,  H 

Reed  Bunting  7 

— 

7 

S/R,  H 

House  Sparrow  6 

— 

6 

Fb 

Tree  Sparrow  4 

— 

4 

H 

Total  48 

species 

317 

Habitat  key: 

Fb  —  Farm  buildings 
G/A  —  Grassland/Arable. 
W  —  Woodland. 

H  —  Hedgerow. 

S/R  — Stream/River. 
*Moorhen.  see  Introduction. 


TABLE  HI 


Species  and  territories  associated  with 
Manor  Farm  buildings. 


Species 
Stock  Dove 
Wood  Pigeon 
Barn  Owl 
Swallow 
Jackdaw 
Blue  Tit 
Wren 

Mistle  Thrush 
Song  Thrush 


Number  of 
Territories 
2 
4 
1 
4 
2 
2 
3 
1 

3 


Number  of 


Species  Territories 

Blackbird  3 

Robin  2 

Spotted  Flycatcher  1 

Dunnock  4 

Pied  Wagtail  1 

Starling  2 

Greenfinch  3 

Goldfinch  2 

Linnet  2 

Bullfinch  1 

Chaffinch  1 

House  Sparrow  6 


At  the  Farming  and  Wildlife  Conference  at  Fforncastle,  three  groups  were 
formed  to  examine  and  discuss  the  effects  of  three  different  farming  regimes 
proposed  for  Manor  Farm.  These  three  regimes  were  briefly  (1)  beef  and  cash 
crops,  (2)  stockless,  predominantly  barley  and  (3)  a  60-cow  dairy  herd. 

If  any  of  these  three  systems  were  adopted  there  would  be  some  major 
changes  particularly  to  the  hedgerows  and  water  courses.  The  beef  and  cash 
crop  system  was  least  destructive  with  a  proposal  to  remove  900  yards  of 
hedgerow  but  replant  300  yards  and  add  four  spinneys  in  odd  unproductive 
corners.  The  stockless  system  proposed  to  remove  1,400  yards  of  hedges  and 
plough  up  all  the  grassland.  This  was  the  most  destructive  system  for  wildlife 
as  all  the  internal  hedges,  including  the  very  important  one  along  the  River 
Waring,  were  to  be  removed. 
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The  60-cow  diary  herd  system,  while  increasing  the  acreage  of  grass  also 
recommended  the  cleaning  out  of  drains,  ditches  and  rivers  and,  in  the  latter, 
conversion  of  pools  for  trout  fishing,  all  incompatible  with  existing  wildlife, 
particularly  as  the  grassland  would  have  to  be  very  intensively  managed  and 
in  fact  would  be  little  different  from  arable  crop  land. 

Therefore  of  the  three  regimes  proposed,  only  the  first  could  be  thought  of  as 
retaining  and  in  some  aspects  improving  the  mosaic  of  habitats  on  Manor 
Farm. 
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KINGING  REPORT 

Ringing  activity  remains  at  a  rather  low  level  compared  with  some  recent 
years,  although  the  situation  has  improved  in  so  far  that  this  year’s  total  does 
not  rely  quite  so  much  on  a  small  number  of  highly  active  ringers. 

The  most  striking  feature  of  the  year  was  the  ringing  of  more  than  a  thousand 
Twite  by  A.  C.  Blackburn  and  R.  M.  Jones.  They  adopted  the  normal  clap 
netting  technique  and  used  it  to  good  effect  over  shallow  pools  of  fresh  water 
on  the  coast.  Other  large  individual  totals  included  over  2,000  Swallows  by 
S.  P.  Eastmead,  whilst  W.  A.  Cook  continues  to  ring  valuable  numbers  of 
waterfowl. 

There  was  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  number  of  warblers  ringed  with 
almost  every  common  species  failing  to  reach  the  1970  level.  The  Sedge  Warbler 
total  was  particularly  low  and  they  appear  to  be  still  suffering  from  the  heavy 
losses  of  1968-69.  The  success  of  the  Redpoll  in  establishing  itself  in  Lincoln¬ 
shire  continues  and  it  cannot  be  long  before  the  annual  ringing  total  of  this 
species  reaches  the  1,000  mark.  The  relatively  low  figure  of  1,523  for  Blackbirds 
bears  no  relationship  to  its  abundance.  It  merely  indicates  the  continued 
unpopularity  of  this  species  among  ringers  since  the  introduction  of  extra 
compulsory  paper  work  by  the  B.T.O. 

The  species  total  remained  high  at  127  and  included  several  rarely  caught 
species  such  as  Red-breasted  Merganser,  Little  Grebe,  Aquatic  Warbler, 
Waxwing,  Great  Grey  Shrike  and  Red-backed  Shrike. 


Species 

Total 

Species 

Total 

Great  Crested  Grebe 

1 

Mute  Swan 

14 

Little  Grebe 

2 

Kestrel 

16 

Mallard 

461 

Partridge 

6 

Teal 

3 

Water  Rail 

1 

Gadwall 

1 

Moorhen 

25 

Wigeon 

20 

Coot 

182 

Pintail 

4 

Oystercatcher 

72 

Shoveler 

20 

Lapwing 

56 

Tufted  Duck 

102 

Ringed  Plover 

42 

Pochard 

8 

Little  Ringed  Plover 

2 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

1 

Turnstone 

9 

Shelduck 

13 

Snipe 

27 
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Species 

Total 

Jack  Snipe 

1 

Woodcock 

3 

Curlew 

6 

Green  Sandpiper 

1 

Wood  Sandpiper 

3 

Common  Sandpiper 

19 

Redshank 

31 

Greenshank 

3 

Knot 

1 

Dunlin 

66 

Curlew  Sandpiper 

10 

Ruff 

9 

Herring  Gull 

1 

Common  Gull 

2 

Black-headed  Gull 

198 

Common  Tern 

1 

Little  Tern 

31 

Stock  Dove 

9 

Wood  Pigeon 

44 

Turtle  Dove 

23 

Collared  Dove 

8 

Cuckoo 

8 

Barn  Owl 

2 

Tawny  Owl 

8 

Long-eared  Owl 

2 

Nightjar 

10 

Swift 

14 

Kingfisher 

7 

Green  Woodpecker 

1 

Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

2 

Wryneck 

4 

Skylark 

69 

Swallow 

2543 

House  Martin 

32 

Sand  Martin 

534 

Carrion  Crow 

5 

Rook 

4 

Jackdaw 

3 

Magpie 

4 

Jay 

16 

Great  Tit 

305 

Blue  Tit 

887 

Coal  Tit 

95 

Marsh  Tit 

11 

Willow  Tit 

143 

Long-tailed  Tit 

293 

Treecreeper 

73 

Wren 

491 

Bearded  Tit 

1 

Mistle  Thrush 

13 

Fieldfare 

26 

Song  Thrush 

744 

Species  Total 

Redwing  108 

Ring  Ouzel  1 

Blackbird  1523 

Wheatear  22 

Whinchat  14 

Redstart  56 

Nightingale  5 

Robin  449 

Grasshopper  Warbler  13 

Reed  Warbler  231 

Sedge  Warbler  1 15 

Aquatic  Warbler  1 

Icterine  Warbler  1 

Blackcap  265 

Barred  Warbler  3 

Garden  Warbler  160 

Whitethroat  213 

Lesser  Whitethroat  86 

Willow  Warbler  722 

Chiffchaff  79 

Wood  Warbler  4 

Goldcrest  411 

Firecrest  8 

Spotted  Flycatcher  61 

Pied  Flycatcher  103 

Dunnock  1398 

Meadow  Pipit  18 

Tree  Pipit  3 

Rock  Pipit  2 

Pied  Wagtail  181 

Grey  Wagtail  1 

Yellow  Wagtail  8 

Waxwing  1 

Great  Grey  Shrike  1 

Red-backed  Shrike  1 

Starling  435 

Greenfinch  700 

Goldfinch  292 

Siskin  54 

Linnet  549 

Twite  1017 

Redpoll  931 

Bullfinch  482 

Chaffinch  43 1 

Brambling  71 

Corn  Bunting  2 

Yellowhammer  264 

Reed  Bunting  333 

Snow  Bunting  10 

House  Sparrow  561 

Tree  Sparrow  774 


TOTAL  21,075  birds  of  127  species. 


G.  P.  Shaw. 
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SELECTED  RINGING  RECOVERIES 

The  total  number  of  recoveries  received  is  given  in  brackets  after  the  name 
of  the  species.  All  foreign  recoveries  have  been  given  in  full  or  summarised,  and 
every  recovery  received  has  been  filed  for  future  reference. 

A  feature  of  recent  years  has  been  the  large  variety  of  species  producing 
interesting  recoveries  and  this  year's  selection  includes  Gadwall,  Bean  Goose, 
Turtle  Dove,  Tree  Pipit  and  Snow  Bunting.  The  large  scale  ringing  of  Twite 
has  had  instant  success  with  seven  very  absorbing  recoveries,  whilst  Redpolls 
have  produced  a  series  of  recoveries  concentrated  in  the  autumn  in  Belgium. 

Key  to  symbols  used 

Age:  1  —  nestling  or  chick.  Sex:  d  —  male. 

2  —  fully  grown,  year  of  hatching  unknown.  $  —  female. 

3  —  hatched  during  current  calendar  year. 

4  —  hatched  before  current  calendar  year. 

5  —  hatched  during  last  calendar  year. 

6  —  hatched  before  last  calendar  year. 

Manner  of  recovery:  v  —  controlled,  caught  and  released  with  ring. 

4 - shot  or  killed  by  man. 

X  —  found  dead  or  dying. 

( )  —  caught  alive  and  either  not  released  or  released  with  ring  removed. 

distances  in  km  are  given  for  British  recoveries, 
co-ordinates  of  all  Foreign  recoveries  are  shown. 

S.F.  —  sewage  farm;  B.O.  —  bird  observatory. 

23.8.69  Wisbech  S.F. 

12.12.70  Anglesey  (310  km  W). 


6.11.69  Biesbosch,  NETHERLANDS  (51.43  N,  4.50  E). 
0.12.69  Holbeach. 


16.6.66  Lake  Engure,  U.S.S.R.  (57.17  N,  23.07  E). 

9.1.69  Brocklesby. 

(i) 

11.2.69  Vught,  NETHERLANDS  (51.40  N,  5.18  E). 

14.2.70  Hobleach. 


Distances: 
Co-ordinates: 
Abbreviations : 

Teal  (1) 

4$ 

Gadwall  (1) 

3$ 

+ 

Pochard  (1) 
1 


Bean  Goose 

4  £ 

i 


Oystercatcher  (5) 

2  17.8.62  Holbeach. 

+  10.1.70  Carentan,  FRANCE  (49.18  N,  1.14  W). 

Two  other  recoveries  were  of  birds  ringed  in  NORWAY. 


Ringed  Plover  (1) 

3  31.8.64  Wisbech  S.F. 

+  1.9.70  Bee  d’Andaire,  FRANCE  (48.41  N,  1.30  W). 

Bar-tailed  Godwit  (1) 

3  12.9.56  Amager,  DENMARK  (55.35  N,  12.35  E). 

+  (5.1.64)  Grimsby. 

Common  Sandpiper  (1) 

2  21.8.70  Donna  Nook. 

A  10.8.71  Biganos  Pessac,  FRANCE  (44.48  N,  0.37  W). 

Spotted  Redshank  (1) 

4  10.9.64  Vlieland,  NETHERLANDS  (53.16  N,  4.59  E). 

x  1.1.69  North  Coates. 


Selected  Ringing  Recoveries 


47 


Knot  (12) 

3  3.9.63  Holbeach 

+  14.1.70  Triaize,  FRANCE  (46.24  N,  1.12  W). 

Other  recoveries  included  three  in  ICELAND. 

Dunlin  (18) 

Foreign  recoveries  involved  NORWAY  (2),  SWEDEN  (2),  DENMARK  (2), 
GERMANY  and  PORTUGAL. 

Ruff  (1) 

4  20.9.70  Grantham  S.F. 

+  30.12.70  Brouage,  FRANCE  (45.50  N,  1.50  W). 

Common  Gull  (1) 

5  2.11.62  Tetney. 

x  20.5.71  Skarusjo,  SWEDEN  (64.58  N,  17.10  E). 

Turtle  Dove  (1) 

2  $  18.9.71  Gibraltar  Point 

+  13.10.71  Tamos,  FRANCE  (43.32  N,  1.28  W). 

Collared  Dove  (1) 

2  1.11.69 

+  10.5.70 

Cuckoo  (1) 

3  4.8.67 

x  13.7.69 

Swallow  (11) 

3  11.9.70 

x  16.5.70 

3  11.8.70 

()  20.5.71 

4  $  30.8.70 

x  6.12.70 

Sand  Martin  (3) 

4  28.6.70 

+  2.4.71 

Fieldfare  (2) 

Two  foreign  recoveries  were  in  FINLAND. 

Song  Thrush  (2) 

Two  foreign  recoveries  were  in  SPAIN. 

Redwing  (1) 

4  9.3.69  Coleby. 

x  26.11.70  Herentals,  BELGIUM  (51.11  N,  4.50  E). 

Blackbird  (9) 

Foreign  recoveries  were  in  NORWAY,  SWEDEN  (2),  GERMANY  and 
FRANCE. 

Redstart  (1) 

3  30.8.70  Anderby  Creek. 

x  12.5.71  Hvaler  Island,  NORWAY  (59.07  N,  10.55  E). 


Knokke  sur  Mer,  BELGIUM  (51.22  N,  3.22  E). 
Heckington. 

Texel,  NETHERLANDS  (53.06  N,  4.48  E). 
Sleaford. 


Norton  Place,  Hemswell. 

Uitwijk,  NETHERLANDS  (51.47  N,  5.00  E). 

Norton  Place,  Hemswell. 

Ksar  Tighagdat,  MOROCCO  (32.30  N,  4.30  W). 
Scredington. 

Murraysburg,  SOUTH  AFRICA  (31.58  S,  23.45  E). 


Biscathorpe. 

Saida,  ALGERIA  (34.50  N,  0.10  E). 


48 


Selected  Ringing  Recoveries 


Reed  Warbler  (4) 

3  15.9.70 

v  12.8.71 

4  28.5.70 

v  12.8.71 

4  13.7.70 

x  (4.5.71) 

Whitethroat  (1) 

4(J  25.8.67 

()  10.9.71 

Willow  Warbler  ( 1 ) 

2  7.8.70 

v  24.8.71 

ChifFchaff  ( 1 ) 

2  30.8.68 

4-  20.11.68 

Goldcrest  (1) 

4^  7.4.71 

v  18.4.71 

Tree  Pipit  (1) 

4  9.5.70 

x  18.5.71 


Beachy  Head,  Sussex. 

Norton  Place  (305  km  NNW). 

Norton  Place. 

Inezgane,  MOROCCO  (30.20  N,  9.32  W). 
Norton  Place. 

Talsint,  MOROCCO  (32.33  N,  3.30  W). 


Skegness. 

Saint-Cri&de,  FRANCE  (43.44  N,  0.06  W). 


Beachy  Head,  Sussex. 
Gibraltar  Point  (260  km  N). 


Rand  Wood. 

Algoz,  PORTUGAL  (37.10  N,  8.18  W). 


Holme  B.O.,  Norfolk. 
Anderby  Creek  (35  km  NW). 


Bardney  Forest. 

Andoya,  NORWAY  (58.06  N,  7.59  E). 


Starling  (11) 

Foreign  recoveries  were  in  U.S.S.R.  (2),  FINLAND,  GERMANY, 
NETHERLANDS  and  FRANCE. 


Greenfinch  (3) 

4  S  30.11.69  Donna  Nook, 

v  17.12.71  Gravesend,  Kent  (230  km  S). 


Goldfinch  (2) 

Two  foreign  recoveries  were  in  SPAIN. 

Linnet  (1) 

43" 

4.3.71 

Potterhanworth. 

X 

27.6.71 

Moss,  NORWAY  (59.26  N,  10.41  E). 

Twite  (7) 

4  S 

9.2.71 

Donna  Nook. 

V 

22.2.71 

Friskney  (47  km  S). 

1 

21.6.69 

Merryton  Low,  Staffs. 

V 

23.2.71 

Friskney  (145  km  E). 

5<3 

7.3.71 

Friskney. 

X 

(10.5.71) 

Oxenhope,  Yorks.  (165  km  NW). 

28.2.71 

Friskney. 

V 

6.8.71 

Blackstone  Edge,  Lancs.  (160  km  WNW). 

5$ 

7.3.71 

Friskney. 

0 

28.10.71 

Grace-Hollogne,  BELGIUM  (50.38  N,  5.30  E). 

3$ 

7.11.69 

Kennermerduinen,  NETHERLANDS  (52.25  N, 

V 

14.2.71 

4.34 

Friskney. 

3 

26.10.70 

Castricum,  NETHERLANDS  (52.33  N,  4.37  E). 

V 

14.3.71 

Friskney. 

Redpoll  (8) 

Foreign  recoveries  were 

in  BELGIUM  (5). 
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Chaffinch  (1) 

One  recovery  was  of  a  bird  ringed  in  NETHERLANDS. 


Brambling  (1) 

4  S  24.3.68  Lagskar,  FINLAND  (59.50  N,  19.56  E). 

x  9.3.69  Tealbv. 


Snow  Bunting  (1) 

3  $  13.12.70  Donna  Nook. 

x  21.3.71  Kinloch-Laggan,  Inverness  (485  km  NW). 


Recoveries  concerning  movements  outside  Lincolnshire  were  received  for 
the  following  other  species:  Mallard,  Curlew,  Redshank,  Black-headed  Gull, 
Swift,  Dunnock  and  Pied  Wagtail. 

K.  Atkin. 
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April.  A  small  fall  of  Goldcrests  on  1st  and  a  Woodlark  on  2nd  at  Donna  Nook 
preceded  an  influx  of  thrushes  and  Meadow  Pipits  on  3rd  when  Gibraltar  Point 
received  the  first  Wheatear.  The  first  of  a  short  series  of  Great  Grey  Shrikes 
appeared  at  the  Nook  on  5th;  the  first  Wheatears  (4)  occurring  on  7th  with  a 
Black  Redstart  on  8th.  A  Sparrowhawk  was  seen  at  G.P.  on  10th  when  a  series 
of  Great  Grey  Shrike  sightings  began  here  also.  Robins  were  in  evidence  at 
both  stations  and  1 1th  brought  a  Kingfisher  to  Donna  Nook  and  a  Chiffchaff  to 
G.P.,  the  former  site  also  recording  an  easterly  passage  of  Lapwings  and 
Common  Gulls.  Only  oddments  were  seen  during  the  next  few  days,  hence  a 
Sparrowhawk  on  12th  and  Ring  Ouzel  next  day  at  D.N.  followed  by  2  Willow 
Warblers  on  15th.  The  16th  produced  a  northerly  movement  of  corvids, 
Meadow  Pipits  and  Linnets  and  both  areas  saw  their  first  Greenshank,  Sand 
Martins  and  Swallows.  A  Common  Sandpiper  was  also  new  at  D.N.,  and 
G.P.  also  had  a  Whinchat  and  Ring  Ouzel.  Fresh  arrivals  at  D.N.  on  17th 
were  singles  of  Glaucous  Gull,  Little  Tern  and  Hoopoe,  with  3  White  Wagtails, 
3  Whimbrel  and  more  Little  Terns  on  18th  when  the  last-named  species  arrived 
at  G.P.  with  the  first  Willow  Warblers  (2)  and  Spotted  Redshank.  A  Corncrake 
and  Grasshopper  Warbler  were  new  at  Donna  Nook  on  19th  and  next  day  a 
trickle  of  migrants  included  a  Redstart,  Garden  Warbler  and  6  Sandwich 
Terns,  20  of  the  latter  being  counted  at  G.P.  where  other  'firsts’  were  Black¬ 
tailed  Godwit,  Cuckoo  and  Lesser  Whitethroat.  Small  numbers  of  finches 
passed  north  at  the  southern  station  on  21st  and  the  first  Common  Sandpiper 
and  a  few  Blackcaps  and  Sedge  Warblers  arrived,  new  species  at  Donna  Nook 
being  Green  Sandpiper,  Cuckoo  and  House  Martin.  There  was  no  change  at 
D.N.  on  22nd  but  G.P.  received  an  arrival  of  a  Hen  Harrier,  4  Turtle  Doves, 
6  Cuckoos,  3  Redstarts,  2  Grasshopper  Warblers,  25  Blackcaps,  25  Sedge  and 
30  Willow  Warblers,  4  Chiffchaffs  and  a  Tree  Pipit.  Only  80  Fieldfares  were  of 
note  on  the  following  day  but  D.N.  produced  15  Song  Thrushes,  2  Shore  Larks, 
Whitethroat,  Pied  Flycatcher  and  Black  Redstart.  120  Fieldfares  appeared  at 
the  Nook  on  24th  with  small  numbers  of  Wheatears,  Willow  Warblers,  Robins, 
2  Whinchats,  2  Redstarts  and  2  Pied  Flycatchers,  G.P.  recording  6  Whinchats, 
a  Reed  Warbler  and  Pied  Flycatcher.  Most  birds  had  departed  by  25th  although 
a  Ring  Ouzel  and  4  Whitethroats  were  fresh  at  G.P.  and  at  D.N.  were  a 
Hoopoe,  2  Lesser  Whitethroats  and  a  Yellow  Wagtail.  A  Turtle  Dove  on  26th 
was  the  only  notable  bird  at  Donna  Nook  to  the  month-end  but  at  G.P.  300 
Redpolls  passed  south  on  the  same  day,  and  5  Pied  Flycatchers  and  a  Green 
Sandpiper  appeared.  A  Lesser  Whitethroat  and  Blue-headed  Wagtail  were 
seen  on  27th  and  an  Arctic  Skua  was  noted  on  30th. 
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May.  T  his  month  proved  to  be  disappointing.  There  were  2  Wood  Warblers 
at  G.P.  on  1st  followed  by  2  Great  Grey  Shrikes  on  2nd.  By  5th  a  Nightingale 
arrived  at  D.N.  where  an  Ortolan  Bunting  was  identified  on  6th.  Both  stations 
recorded  their  first  Swifts  on  8th  when  G.P.  also  had  a  Marsh  Harrier,  Black 
Redstart  and  Spotted  Flycatcher,  while  D.N.  produced  a  Black  Tern  and 
Hoopoe.  A  Curlew  Sandpiper  was  the  only  new  bird  at  G.P.  on  9th,  and  next 
day  47  Whimbrel  headed  north.  The  remainder  of  the  month  was  a  very  quiet 
affair.  Donna  Nook  received  its  first  Spotted  Flycatcher  on  14th,  a  Buzzard  on 
18th  and  a  Fieldfare  which  stayed  into  June  from  20th.  At  G.P.  all  was  un¬ 
eventful  until  29th-31st  when  steady  SW  passage  of  Turtle  Doves  and  hirun- 
dines  developed. 

August.  As  usual  the  forerunners  of  the  autumn  were  largely  waders  and 
terns.  Odd  flycatchers,  chats  and  warblers  were  noted  in  the  early  part  of  the 
month  until  a  drift  in  the  third  week.  Birds  of  interest  up  to  27th  and  not 
tabulated  below  were  as  follows:  G.P.,  Sabine’s  Gull  on  9th,  Little  Gull  on 
22nd,  Redwing  on  24th,  Peregrine  on  25th  and  a  Treecreeper  on  27th.  D.N. 
also  had  a  Little  Gull  on  15th  and  a  Sabine’s  Gull  on  21st. 
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3 
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1 
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2 

30 
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7 
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5 
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7 

15 

13 

30 

7 

30 

18 
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2 
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4 

4 

2 
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13 

8 

23 

Redstart 
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4 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Icterine  Warbler 

2 

2 

3 

3 

2 

1 

Barred  Warbler 

1 

1 

1 

Garden  Warbler 

3 

10 

8 

20 

2 

10 

3 

15 

2 

30 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

1 

2 

3 

3 

5 

1 

10 

15 

Willow  Warbler 

7 

6 

1 
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13 

15 

6 

25 

16 

15 

18 

50 

13 

80 

5 

Wood  Warbler 

1 

2 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

4 

6 

Pied  Flycatcher 

3 

2 

15 

6 

1 

80 

40 

25 

6 

30 

7 

25 

3 

Red-Backed  Shrike 

4 

1 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Ortolan  Bunting 

2 

1 

Hirundines  were  moving  south  at  both  sites  from  28th  and  on  29th  an  increase 
in  Wheatears  and  Willow  Warblers  was  confined  to  G.P.  although  D.N.  noted 
a  Black  Tern.  The  30th  also  belonged  to  G.P.  when  2  Black  Redstarts,  Icterine 
and  Wood  Warbler  and  Red-backed  Shrike  were  seen. 

September.  A  Lapland  Bunting  appeared  at  G.P.  on  1st.  Southerly  move¬ 
ments  of  Swallows  were  recorded  at  both  stations  from  2nd-4th,  the  latter 
date  producing  2  Gargeney,  3  White  Wagtails  and  a  Red-backed  Shrike  at 
D.N.  The  only  interesting  birds  during  the  next  week  were  all  at  G.P.  hence 
a  Caspian  Tern,  Wood  and  Icterine  Warbler  on  5th,  a  Sparrowhawk  on  7th 
and  2  Icterine  Warblers  on  9th.  On  10th  Donna  Nook  had  a  Red-backed  Shrike, 
14  Whinchats  and  a  handful  of  other  migrants,  small  increases  being  apparent 
next  day  when  a  fall  at  G.P.  comprised  60  Wheatears,  12  Whinchats,  Stonechat, 
30  Redstarts  and  2  Icterine  Warblers.  Hirundines  passed  SW  at  both  areas  on 
12th  and  on  the  following  day  4  Snow  Buntings  and  a  Little  Stint  arrived  at 
D.N.  An  influx  of  Meadow  Pipits  occurred  at  both  sites  on  14th  and  on  16th 
G.P.  reported  40  Goldcrests,  20  Redstarts  and  10  Lesser  Whitethroats.  200 
House  Martins  and  Meadow  Pipits  flew  south  at  D.N.  on  17th  and  by  18th 
400  Swallows  and  80  Meadow  Pipits  passed  SW  at  G.P.  where  a  Short-toed 
Lark  was  identified,  and  D.N.  recorded  its  first  Fieldfare  and  last  Swift.  2 
Barred  Warblers  arrived  at  G.P.  on  20th  followed  by  9  Long-tailed  Tits  next 
day  when  there  was  a  Spotted  Crake  at  D.N.  The  last  week  of  the  month  was 
rather  quiet  with  nothing  of  note  at  the  northern  site  and  only  a  Ring  Ouzel 
on  24th  and  the  first  Twite  on  25th  at  G.P. 
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October,  2  Goal  Tits  arrived  at  D.N.  on  1st  when  hirundines  were  moving 
north.  The  first  Brent  Geese  came  in  on  2nd  while  at  G.P.  Swallows  and 
Sparrows  were  heading  south  with  Lapwings  moving  NW.  A  few  chats  and 
5  Redwings  occurred  at  D.N.  on  4th  and  by  6th  there  was  a  small  fall  of 
Redwings,  Redstarts,  Bramblings,  Twites  and  6  ‘theresae-type’  Meadow  Pipits. 
The  only  new  bird  at  G.P.  was  a  Great  Grey  Shrike.  On  7th  both  stations 
noted  SW  passage  of  Lapwings,  Swallows  and  finches,  D.N.  also  receiving  a 
Shore  Lark  and  a  few  thrushes  and  Starlings  from  the  east.  A  Merlin  was  fresh 
at  G.P.  on  8th  and  on  the  following  day  there  were  Peregrine,  Sparrowhawk, 
Green  Woodpecker,  2  Coal  Tits,  6  Ring  Ouzels,  Spotted  Flycatcher  and  Great 
Grey  Shrike,  but  at  D.N.  a  Jack  Snipe  was  the  only  new  arrival.  Another 
Sabine’s  Gull  was  seen  at  G.P.  on  10th  when  there  was  an  increase  in  Wren 
numbers.  3  Bearded  Tits  passed  through  D.N.  on  11th  followed  by  a  White 
Wagtail  on  12th.  A  late  Pied  Flycatcher  arrived  here  on  13th  when  32  Great 
Skuas  and  2  Little  Gulls  were  noted  while  14th  brought  a  Sooty  Shearwater. 
Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  and  2  Lapland  Buntings.  G.P.  came  back  into  the 
picture  on  17th  with  a  Red-backed  Shrike  and  an  increase  to  800  Twite  and 
on  19th  25  Siskins  were  noted.  500  Lapwings  flew  south  at  G.P.  on  20th  and 
next  day  saw  a  Kingfisher  here  and  9  Long-tailed  Tits  at  D.N.  Flirundines 
were  moving  SW  on  22nd  and  23rd  and  D.N.  had  a  Pdchard’s  Pipit  on  the 
former  date  and  a  Jay  on  the  latter.  Small  numbers  of  thrushes  arrived  from 
the  east  on  24th  at  D.N.  while  at  G.P.  1,000  Swallows  and  300  Flouse  Martins 
flew  south,  a  few  corvids  passed  west  and  the  first  Snow  Buntings  arrived. 
Only  a  Woodcock  was  new  at  the  Nook  on  25th  but  G.P.  recorded  a  Sabine’s 
and  2  Little  Gulls,  the  first  Shore  Larks,  300  Redwings  and  5,000  Starlings. 
A  further  arrival  on  26th  brought  a  Leach’s  Petrel,  Woodcock,  Kingfisher, 
15  Long-tailed  Tits,  25  Goldcrests,  Barred  Warbler,  Redstart  and  Yellow 
Wagtail,  while  at  Donna  Nook  10,000  Starlings,  a  Woodcock  and  Great  Grey 
Shrike  came  in  from  east.  50  Goldcrests  appeared  at  D.N.  on  27th  with  2 
Firecrests,  a  Great  Grey  Shrike  and  Lien  Harrier,  G.P.  noting  60  Goldcrests, 
Great  Grey  Shrike  and  4  Bearded  Tits.  Most  of  these  birds  had  passed  on  by 
28th  when  G.P.  saw  10,000  Starlings  and  200  Fieldfares  arrive  off  the  sea, 
800  Skylarks  south  and  4  Stonechats.  Another  Great  Grey  Shrike  appeared 
at  D.N.  on  29th,  followed  by  yet  another  and  4  Lapland  Buntings  on  30th 
and  G.P.  closed  the  month  with  a  Firecrest  on  31st. 

November,  There  was  a  Great  Grey  Shrike  at  D.N.  on  1st  and  next  day  a 
late  Barred  Warbler  and  Hen  Harrier  were  recorded.  A  Sooty  Shearwater  and 
Serin  were  reported  on  3rd  and  at  G.P.  there  were  25  Swallows  to  SW  and  a 
Bearded  Tit.  A  Slavonian  Grebe  was  new  to  D.N.  on  7th  when  G.P.  received 
a  small  influx  of  thrushes  and  Starlings,  a  Whooper  Swan  and  Waxwing.  A 
Black-tailed  Godwit  was  noted  here  on  9th  and  D.N.  recorded  a  Glaucous  Gull, 
followed  by  2  more  next  day  with  3  Grey  Phalaropes  and  a  small  fall  of  Black¬ 
birds,  G.P.  also  noting  an  increase  of  the  latter.  Starlings  and  Lapwings  headed 
NW  at  D.N.  on  11th  and  a  Black  Redstart  was  seen  at  G.P.  Here,  too,  was  a 
Sparrowhawk  on  13th  and  an  increase  of  Blackbirds,  tits  and  Goldcrests  on 
18th.  Remnants  during  the  rest  of  the  month  were  all  at  Donna  Nook  where 
there  were  2  Bewick’s  Swans  on  20th,  Sparrowhawk  on  22nd,  Great  Grey  Shrike 
on  26th  and  a  NW  movement  of  Wood  Pigeons  and  finches  on  29th. 


S.  Lorand. 
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The  conventions  followed  are  those  of  the  B.T.O.  publication:  Species 

List  of  British  and  Irish  Birds55  (  1971)  ,  as  agreed  at  a  conference  of  local  report 
editors  in  January,  1971.  This  is  in  effect  an  up-to-date  revision  of  the  1952 
B.O.U.  Checklist  with  only  minor  alterations  to  sequence.  However,  due  to 
these  changes  and  the  many  additions  to  the  British  list  the  numbers  used  in 
the  1 952  list  have  lost  their  relevance  and  have  been  omitted  from  the  following; 
list. 

Abbreviations:  S.F.  —  Sewage  Farm;  G.P.  —  Gravel  Pit;  N.R. — Nature 
Reserve;  Res.  —  Reservoir.  All  records  are  to  be  taken  as  of  a  single  bird 
unless  otherwise  stated.  Initials  of  observers  are  shown  for  records  of  rarities 
and  those  species  on  the  list  of  the  Rare  Birds  Committee  of  British  Birds  have 
only  been  included  if  accepted  by  them. 

In  addition  to  those  species  in  the  list  the  following  occurred  in  the  county 
in  1971  (breeding  species  in  italics): 

Little  Grebe ,  Teal ,  Shoveler ,  Shelduck ,  Mute  Swan ,  Kestrel ,  Red-legged  Partridge , 
Partridge ,  Pheasant ,  Water  Rail ,  Moorhen ,  Lapwing ,  Ringed  Plover,  Golden  Plover, 
Snipe,  Jack  Snipe,  Woodcock,  Curlew,  Whimbrel,  Redshank,  Great  Black-backed 
Gull,  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull,  Herring  Gull,  Common  Gull,  Black-headed 
Gull,  Stock  Dove,  Woodpigeon,  Turtle  Dove,  Collared  Dove,  Cuckoo,  Barn  Owl,  Little 
Owl,  Tawny  Owl,  Short-eared  Owl,  Swift,  Skylark,  Swallow,  House  Martin,  Sand 
Martin,  Carrion  Crow,  Rook,  Jackdaw,  Magpie,  Great  Tit,  Blue  Tit,  Willow  Tit, 
Long-tailed  Tit,  Nuthatch,  Wren,  Mistle  Thrush,  Fieldfare,  Song  Thrush,  Redwing, 
Blackbird,  Robin,  Grasshopper  Warbler,  Reed  Warbler,  Sedge  Warbler,  Whitethroat , 
Lesser  Whitethroat,  Chiffchaff,  Spotted  Flycatcher,  Dunnock,  Meadow  Pipit,  Tree 
Pipit,  Pied  Wagtail,  Yellow  Wagtail,  Starling,  Greenfinch,  Goldfinch,  Linnet,  Redpoll, 
Bullfinch,  Chaffinch,  Brambling,  Corn  Bunting,  Yellowhammer,  Reed  Bunting,  House 
Sparrow,  Tree  Sparrow. 

Diver  sp.  Small  nos.  of  unidentified  divers  on  the  coast  from  Jan.  to  Aph 
and  Sept,  to  Dec.  with  a  noticeable  influx  in  Feb.  max:  Donna  Nook,  26, 
Feb.  6th.  Gibraltar  Point,  27,  Feb.  22nd. 

Black-throated  Diver.  Wolla  Bank,  Feb.  21st.  Welland  Mouth,  Mar.  28th. 
Donna  Nook,  Oct.  13th  and  Nov.  12th. 

Great  Northern  Diver.  Donna  Nook,  Jan.  18th.  Gibraltar  Point,  2,  Jan. 
23rd  and  24th.  Mablethorpe,  Oct.  13th. 

Red-throated  Diver.  Coastal:  Up  to  6  fairly  regularly  from  Jan.  to  Apl.  at 
North  Coates,  Donna  Nook,  Gibraltar  Point,  Friskney,  Boston  Point,  Frampton 
and  Nenemouth.  Only  a  few  recorded  from  end  of  Aug.  onwards  at  Donna 
Nook,  Mablethorpe  and  Gibraltar  Point.  Inland:  Covenham  Res.,  2,  Jan. 
23rd,  later  found  dead;  Mar.  4th. 

Great  Crested  Grebe.  Fulstow,  a  pair  bred  on  a  small  pit,  no  doubt  influenced 
by  the  proximity  of  Covenham  Res.  where  autumn  peak  reached  15  on  Oct. 
6th. 

Red-necked  Grebe.  Huttoft  Pit,  Mar.  3rd.  Gibraltar  Point,  Aug.  1st.  Coven¬ 
ham  Res.,  Sept.  6th.  Donna  Nook,  Oct.  25th. 

Slavonian  Grebe.  Boston  Point,  Nov.  6th.  Donna  Nook,  Nov.  7th. 

Black-necked  Grebe.  Covenham  Res.,  2,  Apl.  7th  —  29th;  Sept.  5th  —  6th. 
Twigmoor,  2,  Apl.  8th.  Bardney  Ponds,  May  22nd.  Whisby  G.P.,  Sept.  19th. 
Trusthorpe,  Sept.  24th.  The  occurrence  of  2  pairs  in  breeding  plumage  is 
particularly  interesting. 
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Fulmar.  Small  numbers  recorded  on  the  coast  fairly  regularly  from  Apl.  to 
Nov.  between  Donna  Nook  and  Nenemouth.  Max:  Donna  Nook,  21  south, 
Aug.  11th. 

Manx  Shearwater.  Gedney,  2  west,  Apl.  28th.  Mablethorpe,  9  south,  Aug. 
11th;  18  south,  Oct.  13th;  44  south  and  3  north,  Oct.  14th.  Huttoft,  Aug. 
14th.  Gibraltar  Point,  in  Aug.  singles  on  1st,  4th,  21st  with  4  north  on  24th, 
6  north  on  27th  and  2,  30th;  3,  Sept.  1st  and  one  on  26th.  Nenemouth,  Oct. 
10th.  Spring  records  are  unusual. 

Balearic  Shearwater.  Gibraltar  Point,  one  showing  characteristics  of  P.  p. 
mauretanicns ,  Aug.  1st  (EJM,  RBW). 

Great  Shearwater.  Gedney  Drove  End,  one  found  dead,  Feb.  28th.  (DOE, 
PNH,  ABG).  The  first  record  since  1968  and  a  most  unusual  date.  It  was 
estimated  to  have  been  dead  for  about  3  weeks. 

Sooty  Shearwater.  Donna  Nook,  Oct,  14th;  Nov.  3rd  (CRG).  Anderby 
Creek,  Sept.  25th  (KA).  All  flying  north. 

Petrel  sp.  Donna  Nook,  one  south,  Oct.  4th.  Theddlethorpe,  one  south, 
Nov.  21st. 

Storm  Petrel.  Goxhill,  one  flying  down  river  in  wake  of  a  ship,  Sept.  25th 
(GC).  The  first  record  since  1957. 

Leach’s  Petrel.  Gibraltar  Point,  Oct.  26th  (NRS  et  al).  The  first  record  since 
1964. 

Gaimet.  Spring:  Small  nos.  on  coast  from  Feb.  to  Apl.  Autumn:  River  Humber, 
several  immatures  up-river  during  Aug.  and  Sept.  Peak  passage:  Mablethorpe, 
100  south,  Sept.  26th.  Gibraltar  Point,  57,  Aug.  24th,  mostly  flying  north; 
50  south,  Sept.  1st;  40,  Sept.  26th;  33  north,  Oct.  4th. 

Cormorant.  Coastal  max:  Donna  Nook,  9,  Oct,  25th,  Cleethorpes,  9,  Feb. 
3rd  and  Apl.  8th.  Barton-on-Humber,  7,  Jan  2nd.  Anderby  Creek,  7,  Sept. 
8th.  Gibraltar  Point,  13,  Sept.  25th.  Boston  Point,  21,  Apl.  3rd.  Gedney,  16, 
Nov.  7th.  Inland:  Covenham  Res.,  regularly  from  Oct.  28th  to  end  Dec., 
max.  19,  Dec.  20th. 

Shag.  Gibraltar  Point,  singles,  Sept.  18th,  Nov.  13th- —  14th  and  Dec.  4th. 
Gedney,  Mar.  28th. 

Heron 

The  following  table  summarises  numbers  of  pairs  breeding  in  the  county  during 
the  last  five  years.  Allowing  for  some  missing  counts  numbers  have  remained 
fairly  constant  with  about  150  —  200  pairs,  though  numbers  appear  to  have 
been  lowest  in  1969  (per  RBW). 


1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

Muckton  Wood 

10 

17 

13 

22 

Willoughby  Wood 

49 

41 

39 

33 

34 

Wharton  Wood 

4 

1 

Hag  Wood,  Doddington 

28 

15 

22 

Newball  Wood 

17 

12 

17 

16 

Troy  Wood 

59 

79 

55 

45 

57 

Evedon  Wood  .  . 

o 

0 

Deeping  Mere 

Haverholme 

35 

6 

31 

28 

33 

Stainton  Wood 

6 

8 

6 

Long  Nursery,  Gainsborough 

7 

7 

Minimum  Totals 


205  162  138  175  175 


54  General  Bird  Report 

Bittern,  Few  records  away  from  breeding  areas.  Caythorpe,  Feb.  24th. 
Huttoft,  Aug.  22nd. 

White  Stork,  Stickney  area,  Apl.  29th  to  June  12th.  (AJB  et  ah.  Part  of  a 
widespread  spring  influx  into  Britain. 

Mallard.  Max:  Whisby  G.P.,  1,000,  Sept.  19th.  Covenham  Res.,  1,200,  Oct. 
7th  with  up  to  1,000  in  Nov.  and  800  in  Dec. 

Garganey.  Baston  Fen,  a  pair  present  in  summer.  Fulstow,  a  pair,  Mar.  28th. 
Barton-on-Humber,  2,  Apl.  25th  to  May  2nd.  Goxhill,  2,  June  27th;  Aug. 
1st  with  7,  Aug.  11th —  13th.  Whisby  G.P.,  May  5th  to  June  2nd.  Donna 
Nook,  2,  Aug.  4th.  Trusthorpe  S.F.,  2,  Aug.  10th.  Benington,  Aug.  30th. 

Gadwall.  Goxhill,  Feb.  19th;  Aug.  11th  and  31st.  Covenham  Res.,  2,  Mar. 
20th;  2,  Dec.  4th.  Huttoft,  up  to  9,  Jan.  to  Mar.  with  3,  Sept.  8th  and  one, 
Nov.  20th.  Gibraltar  Point,  4,  Nov.  21st. 

Wigeom,  Summer:  Nenemouth,  a  male,  June  27th. 

Pintail.  Small  nos.  on  coast  and  inland  from  Jan.  to  Apl.  and  July  to  Dec. 
Max:  Frampton  Marsh,  32,  Jan.  31st.  Nenemouth  44,  Jan.  31st.  Baston  Fen, 
12,  Mar.  6th. 

Red-crested  Pochard.  Burton  G.P.,  a  male  from  Apl.  28th  remaining  for 
most  of  the  summer  (PH,  FS,  KA). 

Scamp.  Coastal  max:  Gibraltar  Point,  32,  Jan.  5th.  Only  small  numbers  else¬ 
where  from  Jan.  to  May  and  Aug.  to  Nov.  Inland:  Covenham  Res.,  3,  Jan. 
2nd;  Sept.  6th;  4,  Nov.  14th;  2,  Dec.  5th. 

Tufted  Duck,  Breeding:  Bardney  Ponds,  8  broods.  Burton  G.P.,  14  broods. 
Max:  Covenham  Res.,  95,  Nov.  23rd. 

Pochard.  Max:  Barton-on-Humber,  135,  Feb.  14th.  Killingholme,  100,  Mar. 
14th. 

Goldeneye,  Small  numbers  widespread  on  coast  and  inland  from  Jan.  to 
May  and  Oct,  to  Dec,  with  an  exceptional  spring  concentration  in  the  Wash. 
Boston  Point,  up  to  30  in  Jan,  and  50  in  Feb,  rapidly  increasing  to  peak  of 
300  on  Mar.  21st,  with  100  still  present  on  Apl.  3rd. 

Long-tailed  Duck.  Donna  Nook,  3  south,  Feb.  15th  and  one,  23rd.  Mable- 
thorpe,  5  north,  Nov.  10th.  Gibraltar  Point,  singles  on  Jan.  4th,  Feb.  22nd, 
Sept.  11th  and  25th;  2,  Nov.  6th  and  one  27th.  Ifdand:  Covenham  Res.,  2, 
Feb.  6th. 

Velvet  Scoter.  Donna  Nook,  2,  Dec.  13th.  Mabiethorpe,  1  — 2  on  several 
dates  from  Aug.  to  Dec.  with  4,  Dec.  23rd.  Gibraltar  Point,  Jan.  5th;  5,  Feb. 
20th;  Sept.  11th  with  7,  13th  and  2,  24th;  2,  Oct.  1st  and  25th;  Nov.  13th; 
2,  Dec.  17th.  Inland:  Covenham  Res.,  Apl.  7th. 

Common  Scoter.  Max:  Donna  Nook,  120,  Oct.  13th. 

Eider.  Donna  Nook,  4  north,  Oct.  4th  and  one,  24th;  7  south,  Nov.  lltli. 
Mabiethorpe,  4  north,  Dec.  29th.  Gibraltar  Point,  33,  Feb.  20th;  2,  Aug. 
22nd;  Sept.  1st  with  3,  12th;  5,  Oct.  28th;  11,  Dec.  10th.  Wrangle,  26,  Jan. 
31st.  Nenemouth,  Dec.  5th. 

Red-breasted  Merganser.  Small  numbers  on  coast  from  Jan.  to  May  and 
July  to  Dec.,  max :  Mabiethorpe,  10  north,  Nov.  10th.  Gedney,  17,  Mar.  28th. 
Inland:  Fulstow,  Nov.  28th.  Covenham  Res.,  2,  Nov.  28th;  6,  Dec.  11th. 
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Goosander.  Barton-on-Humber,  7,  Jan.  2nd;  Apl.  11th — 13th.  Goxhill, 
Sept.  11th.  Kirton  Lindsey,  Feb.  15th.  Donna  Nook,  Feb.  4th;  2,  Oct.  25th. 
Mablethorpe,  Nov.  10th.  Huttoft,  Jan.  2nd;  Apl.  3rd.  Gibraltar  Point,  4, 
Oct.  6th.  Covenham  Res.,  Feb.  1st;  1  —  2,  Nov.  20th  to  Dec.  4th.  Hartsholme 
G.P.,  Feb.  12th.  Whisby  G.P.,  Feb.  2nd. 

Greylag  Goose.  Kirkby-on-Bain  G.P.,  up  to  20  resident.  Nenemouth,  6, 
July  25th.  Gibraltar  Point,  12,  July  30th.  Anderby,  Apl.  21st;  May  1st  —  16th. 
Donna  Nook,  May  1st.  Covenham  Res.,  10,  Dec.  30th.  Possibly  all  feral  birds. 

White-fronted  Goose.  Donna  Nook,  2  north,  Jan.  1st. 

Bean  Goose.  1970:  Holbeach,  one  shot,  Feb.  14th  (per  British  Birds).  1971  : 
Saltfleet  Haven,  one  shot,  Feb.  1st  (per  CLO). 

Pink-footed  Goose.  Max:  Holbeach,  3,000,  Dec.  5th.  Small  numbers  recorded 
elsewhere  on  coast  and  inland. 

Brent  Goose.  Max:  Donna  Nook,  226,  Jan.  10th.  North  Coates,  200,  Mar' 
14th.  Mablethorpe,  150,  Oct.  26th.  Benington,  4,000,  Nov.  7th.  Welland 
Mouth,  1,000,  Nov.  7th. 

Barnacle  Goose.  Huttoft  Pit,  5,  Jan.  30th  —  31st. 

Canada  Goose.  Wrangle,  30,  Dec.  5th.  Scarce  on  the  coast. 

Whooper  Swan.  Donna  Nook,  6,  Jan.  6th.  Covenham  R.es.,  55,  Mar.  7th; 
Nov.  13th  and  30th.  Huttoft,  Mar.  13th  to  Apl.  12th.  Gibraltar  Point,  35 
north,  Jan.  1st;  8,  Jan.  5th;  4,  Jan.  9th;  Nov.  7th.  Reepham,  3,  Mar.  20th. 
Baston  Fen,  18,  Feb.  22nd. 

Bewick’s  Swan.  Killingholme,  2,  Feb.  28th;  3,  Nov.  21st.  Humberston,  3, 
Dec.  5th.  Donna  Nook,  16,  Jan.  6th;  22  south-east,  Feb.  15th;  64  south-east, 
Mar.  7th.  Covenham  Res.,  20,  Jan.  10th;  Nov.  17th  —  27th.  Anderby,  3, 
Apl.  9th.  Chapel  Pit,  9,  Jan.  24th  flew  south  to  Gibraltar  Point.  Caythorpe, 

3,  Feb.  24th.  Guthram,  Nov.  25tli.  Baston  Fen,  10,  Jan.  1st  and  one,  29th: 

4,  Feb.  7th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  Nov.  13th. 

Buzzard.  Scunthorpe,  Apl.  29th.  Roxby,  Dec.  21st.  Covenham  Res.,  Feb. 
19th.  Donna  Nook,  May  18th.  Gibraltar  Point,  June,  13th;  Nov.  13th.  Gedney, 
Oct.  10th. 

Rough-legged  Buzzard.  Brauncewell,  found  dead,  Mar.  19th  (TW,  JAE). 
Irnham,  last  week  Feb.  to  earlv  Mar.  and  caught  in  weak  condition  on  7th 

(JB). 

Sparrowhawk.  Wroot,  Dec.  23rd.  Santon,  Dec.  14th.  Limvood,  Dec.  12th  — 
26th.  Donna  Nook,  Mar.  17th;  Apl.  12th  and  16th;  Nov.  22nd.  Fulstow, 
Feb.  25th.  Covenham,  Mar.  4th.  Brumby  Common,  Oct.  30th.  Theddlethorpe, 
Nov.  14th.  Claxby  N.R.,  July  20th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Apl.  5th  and  10th;  Oct. 
9th  and  29th;  Nov.  7th,  13th  —  14th  and  29th.  Baston  Fen.  early  Mar.  Welland 
Mouth,  Feb.  1st. 

Kite  sp.  South  Cockerington,  Apl.  29th  (RH). 

Honey  Buzzard.  Wisbech  S.F.,  Aug.  7th  (JAWM  et  al).  Beesbv,  Sept.  5th 
(ACB). 

Marsh  Harrier.  Donna  Nook,  June  1st.  Theddlethorpe,  2,  May  9th.  Huttoft, 
May  8th —  10th.  Gibraltar  Point,  May  8th —  10th.  Langtoft  G.P.,  May  8th. 
Deeping  High  Bank,  May  13th.  Frampton  Marsh,  May  6th.  Welland  Mouth, 
Aug.  22nd.  Nenemouth,  May  23rd;  June  27th;  July  25th;  Aug.  22nd.  Burton 
G.P.,  Aug.  26th,  Saxby,  Aug.  27th. 
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Hen  Harrier.  Donna  Nook,  Feb.  13th;  a  male,  Oct.  27th  and  Nov.  2nd. 
Huttoft,  Jan.  10th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Jan.  1st  —  4th  with  2,  20th;  Feb.  6th; 
Apl.  22nd.  Friskney,  Mar.  13th;  mid-Dec.  Castle  Bytham,  early  Dec.  Baston 
Fen,  Dec.  5th.  Frampton  Marsh,  a  pair,  Jan.  —  Mar.  Nenemouth,  Feb.  28th: 
Mar.  28th. 

Montagu’s  Harrier.  Winteringham,  a  male  in  June.  Gibraltar  Point,  a 
male,  July  3rd.  North-west  Wash,  a  pair  in  June.  Nenemouth,  2  males.  Aug. 
22nd. ' 

Osprey.  Manton  Common,  May  16th  (GC).  Riseholme/Burton  G.P.  Filling- 
ham,  one  frequenting  this  area  from  Aug.  26th  to  Sept.  15th  (PJW,  ADT  et  al). 
Hagworthingham,  last  week  Aug.  (ACB,  EJM).  West  Ashby,  end  Aug.  (Mr. 
&  Mrs.  K.).  Sleaford,  Aug.  29th  (TJW).  Deeping  G.P.,  Oct.  10th —  15th 
(WAG).  An  unusual  number  of  records. 

Hobby.  Gibraltar  Point,  Sept.  19th  (CR,  PW). 

Peregrine.  Donna  Nook,  Jan.  4th;  immature  south,  Dec.  15th.  Theddlethorpe’ 
Oct.  26th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Aug.  25th;  Oct.  9th.  Friskney,  Mar.  13th. 

Merlin.  East  Halton,  a  male,  Mar.  20th.  Linwood  Warren,  Jan.  24th.  Fulstow, 
Sept.  15th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Feb.  13th;  Sept.  8th;  Oct.  8th  —  9th;  Dec.  21st. 
Freiston,  Aug.  29th. 

Reel-footed  Falcon.  Boston,  a  male,  Sept.  15th  (RP).  The  10th  county  record. 

Quail.  Barton-on-Humber,  present  in  summer.  Stoke  Rochford,  Sept.  26th. 

Spotted  Crake.  Donna  Nook,  Sept.  21st  (RKN,  DH).  Mablethorpe,  Mar. 
31st  to  Apl.  8th  (BG,  GR,  KA  et  al).  Wisbech  S.F.,  an  immature,  Aug.  31st 
to  Sept.  1st  (JAWM). 

Corncrake.  Donna  Nook,  Apl.  19th  (SL).  Theddlethorpe,  Sept.  12th  (GR). 
Coot.  Covenham  Res.,  Max:  350,  Oct. 

Oystereatcfier*  Max:  Gibraltar  Point,  10,000,  Jan.  31st;  5,000,  Mar.  27th; 
1,000,  Apl.  25th;  10,000,  Sept.  6th;  15,000,  Oct.  6th;  8,000,  Nov.  6th;  5,000, 
Dec.  5th.  Holbeach,  4,200,  Jan.  31st.  Inland:  Bardney  Ponds,  May  30th. 
Whisby  G.P.,  6,  Mar.  25th;  2,  May  11th  and  3,  27th. 

Little  Ringed  Plover.  Passage  away  from  breeding  areas:  Donna  Nook,  July 
14th;  Aug.  7th  —  20th  and  29th;  2,  Sept.  3rd.  Barton-on-Humber,  May  12th. 
Killingholme,  2,  Apl.  14th.  Covenham  Res.,  Sept.  6th.  Mablethorpe,  May 
16th.  Trusthorpe  S.F.,  2,  Aug.  9th  and  one,  26th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Sept.  4th; 
Oct.  9th  and  23rd.  Wisbech  S.F.,  July  10th  to  Sept.  23rd,  max:  27,  Aug.  5th. 

Grey  Plover.  Alax:  Holbeach,  1,500,  Aug.  7th  and  14th.  Inland:  Covenham 
Res.,  Aug.  26th.  Whisby  G.P.,  2,  May  12th.  Baston  Fen,  Dec.  17th.  Surfleet, 
Jan.  16th. 

Turnstone,  Inland:  Covenham  Res.,  May  8th  and  28th;  up  to  4,  July  and 
Aug.  Bardney  Ponds,  5,  Aug.  5th  and  one,  24th;  Sept.  4th,  Whisby  G.P.,  1 
2,  May  5th —  14th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  up  to  12,  July  31st  to  Sept.  16th. 

Long-billed  Dowitcher.  Bardney  Ponds,  Sept.  28th  to  Oct.  10th.  (KA> 
RBW,  EJM  et  al).  The  1st  county  record. 

Black-tailed  Godwit.  Goxhill,  Mar.  20th.  Killingholme,  5,  Apl.  21st. 
Covenham  Res.,  May  19th.  Donna  Nook,  2,  Oct.  7th.  Huttoft  Pit,  Mar.  27th. 
Gibraltar  Point,  Apl.  20th  —  21st;  3,  May  8th;  1  — 2,  Aug.  and  Sept.; 
Nov.  9th  and  11th.  Frampton  Marsh,  2,  Mar.  28th;  2,  May  2nd;  16,  July 
25th;  43,  Aug.  22nd.  Kirton  Marsh,  12  in  summer.  Welland  Mouth,  55,  Mar. 
28th;  4,  Apl.  25th  and  29,  25th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  up  to  3,  Apl.;  up  to  8,  June 
27th  to  Sept.  23rd. 
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Bar-tailed  Godwit.  Max:  Gibraltar  Point,  4,000,  Sept.  5th;  10,000,  Oct. 
4th.  Nenemouth,  3,400,  Jan.  31st.  Inland :  Whisby  G.P.,  up  to  3,  May  5th 
16th. 

Green  Sandpiper.  Whiter:  Grantham  S.F.,  3,  Jan.  9th.  Spring:  Donna  Xook. 
Apl.  21st  and  22nd.  Messingham,  Mar.  27th.  Barton-on-Humber,  May  19th. 
Covenham  Res.,  May  22nd.  Bardney  Ponds,  May  5th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Apl. 
26th  and  29th.  Whisby  G.P.,  May  5th.  Autumn  passage:  June  to  Oct.,  max: 
Donna  Nook,  1 1,  Aug.  Otherwise  widespread  but  only  small  numbers  recorded. 

Wood  Sandpiper.  Spring:  Huttoft,  Apl.  22nd.  Boston  Point,  May  15th. 
Autumn:  Messingham,  2,  Aug.  10th  and  one,  14th.  Killingholme,  2,  Aug.  4th 
and  3,  12th.  Donna  Nook,  1  — 2,  Aug.  5th  to  Sept.  10th.  Covenham  Res., 
Aug.  24th  —  30th.  Theddlethorpe,  Aug.  15th.  Huttoft,  July  31st.  Gibraltar 
Point,  up  to  4,  Aug.  16th  to  Sept.  12th.  Bardney  Ponds,  singles  from  July  22nd 
with  2,  Aug.  4th  and  12,  5th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  June  30th  to  Oct.  5th,  max:  17, 
Aug.  7th. 

Common  Sandpiper.  Autumn  max:  Donna  Nook,  18,  Aug.  13th.  Covenham 
Res.,  10,  Aug.  20th.  Gibraltar  Point,  30.  Sept.  4th.  Bardney  Ponds,  15  during 
Aug.  Wisbech  S.F.,  58.  Aug.  3rd. 

Spotted  Sandpiper.  1970:  Wisbech  S.F.,  Nov.  9th  to  Dec.  19th  JAWM)  . 
1971:  Wisbech  S.F.,  June  13th:  July  29th;  Aug.  30th  (JAWM).  The  first 
county  records. 

Spotted  Redshank.  Winter:  Welland  Mouth,  Feb.  28th.  Gedney,  Jan.  31st. 
Spring:  Donna  Nook,  1  — 2,  May  4th  to  June  2nd.  South  Ferriby,  Apl.  14th. 
Gibraltar  Point,  Apl.  18th;  May  9th.  Gedney,  Mar.  28th.  Nenemouth,  May 
23rd.  Whisby  G.P.,  May  26th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  2,  June  9th.  Autumn:  Donna 
Nook,  up  to  4,  Aug.  17th  to  Nov.  1st.  Theddlethorpe,  Aug.  22nd.  Mablethorpe, 
Aug.  15th  and  19th.  Covenham  Res.,  Aug.  26th.  Huttoft,  Aug.  14th.  Gibraltar 
Point,  up  to  4,  Aug.  1st  to  Oct.  9th.  Frampton  Marsh,  Aug.  22nd;  Sept.  8th. 
Welland  Mouth,  Sept.  19th.  Gedney,  Oct.  10th.  Nenemouth,  70,  June  27th, 
an  exceptionally  large  number;  6,  Sept.  19th.  Bardney  Ponds,  Aug.  24th; 
Sept.  12th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  July  to  Oct.,  Max:  18,  Sept.  1 0th. 

Greenshank.  Spring:  Small  numbers,  Apl.  to  June  at  Donna  Nook,  Bardney 
Ponds,  Gibraltar  Point,  Wainfleet  and  Nenemouth.  Autumn  max:  Gibraltar 
Point,  50,  Aug.  20th. 

Knot.  Max:  Humberston,  1,000,  Feb.  14th.  Donna  Nook,  1,000,  Oct.  7th. 
Gibraltar  Point,  2,500,  Afar.  27th;  2,000,  June  13th;  10,000  Aug.  25th; 
15,000,  Sept.  5th  —  6th;  30,000,  Oct.  3rd;  10,000,  Nov.  6th;  2,500  Dec.  4th. 
Welland  Mouth,  12,000,  Jan.  31st.  Holbeach,  13,500,  Jan.  31st.  Nenemouth, 
9,000,  Jan.  31st;  14,000,  Feb.  28th;  10,000,  Oct.  10th;  5,000,  Nov.  7th.  Gedney, 
8,000,  Afar.  28th;  12,000  Nov.  7th.  Inland:  Covenham  Res.,  Jan.  3rd:  Aug. 
25th.  Whisby  G.P.,  1  —  2,  May  5th  —  14th. 

Purple  Sandpiper.  Donna  Nook,  Feb.  15th.  Trusthorpe,  Jan.  to  Mar.; 
Sept.  14th;  Oct.  31st  to  Dec.  22nd.  Huttoft,  Jan.  20th.  Inland:  Covenham 
Res.,  Aug.  20th;  Sept.  12th. 

Little  Stint.  Killingholme,  Oct.  16th  —  30th.  North  Coates,  July  25th. 
Donna  Nook,  up  to  3,  Sept.  13th  to  Oct.  1st.  Covenham  Res.,  Sept.  12th  and 
2,  16th.  Bardney  Ponds,  1  —  2,  Aug.  24th  to  Oct.  9th.  Gibraltar  Point,  1  —  3, 
Aug.  22nd  to  Oct.  10th.  Frampton  Afarsh,  6,  Aug.  8th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  July 
24th  to  Oct.  9th.  max:  15,  Aug.  5th. 

Temmiack’s  Stint.  Bardney  Ponds,  Afay  26th  (KA);  Aug.  15th  (MW). 
Donna  Nook,  July  26th  and  27th  (SL,  GKB).  Wisbech  S.F.,  Julv  2nd  and  3rd; 
July  29th  to  Aug.  7th  (JAWM,  KA). 
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White-rumped  Sandpiper.  Wisbech  S.F.,  Aug.  7th — 19th  (JAWM,  KA 
et  al).  The  4th  county  record. 

Pectoral  Sandpiper.  Bardney  Ponds,  Sept.  28th  to  Oct.  8th  (KA.  EJM, 
RBW  et  al).  Wisbech  S.F.,  Aug.  15th  —  21st;  Aug.  31st  to  Sept.  10th;  Sept. 
22nd  —28th  (JAWM,  KA  et  al). 

Dunlin.  Max:  Donna  Nook,  1,500,  Jan.  to  early  Feb.  Gibraltar  Point,  1,300, 
Jan.  31st;  1,000,  Mar.  27th;  1,500,  Apl.  22nd;  2,000,  May  1st;  1,000,  Sept. 
5th;  1,000,  Oct.  21st;  1,000,  Nov.  4th.  Benington,  1,500,  Apl.  26th.  Welland 
Mouth,  3,000,  Jan.  31st;  1,300,  Feb.  28th,  9,000,  May  23rd.  Holbeach,  4,000, 
Aug.  7th — 14th.  Gedney,  1,100,  Jan.  31st;  1,000,  Feb.  28th;  1,400,  Mar. 
8th;  i  ,600,  Oct.  10th;  3,600,  Nov.  7th.  Nenemouth,  2,000,  Feb.  28th;  2,100, 
Mar.  28th;  6,000,  May  23rd;  2,000,  June  27th;  13,000,  July  25th;  3,050. 
Aug.  22nd;  6,000.  Sept.  22nd.  Inland:  Wisbech  S.F.,  max:  90  during  Aug. 

Curlew  Sandpiper.  Winter:  Wisbech  S.F.,  Feb.  6th,  an  unusual  date.  Spring: 
Gibraltar  Point,  May  9th  —  10th.  Donna  Nook,  2,  June  1st  one  remaining  to 
4th.  Autumn:  Killingholme,  2,  Aug.  27th.  Bardney  Ponds,  up  to  5,  Aug.  1st  — 
24th.  Gibraltar  Point,  up  to  5,  July  24th  to  Sept.  24th.  Frampton  Marsh,  110, 
Aug.  8th  with  2,  21st  and  4,  22nd.  Wisbech  S.F.,  July  24th  to  Oct.  5th,  max: 
150,  Aug.  7th  —  9th.  Exceptional  numbers  of  adults  in  early  autumn  suggesting 
a  poor  breeding  season. 

Sauderlmg.  Max:  Gibraltar  Point,  337,  May  23rd;  330,  Aug.  9th.  Inland: 
Covenham  Res.,  2,  Aug.  25th  and  one,  27th. 

Ruff.  Winter:  Grantham  S.F.,  up  to  3,  Jan.  and  Feb.  Spring:  Whisby  G.P., 
2  —  3,  Mar.  22nd  to  Apl.  5th.  Huttoft,  May  1st.  Frampton  Marsh,  Apl.  24th. 
Wisbech  S.F.,  several  during  Apl.  Autumn:  passage  June  to  mid-Nov.  max: 
Donna  Nook,  12,  Aug.  25th.  Covenham  Res.,  9,  Aug.  25th.  Trusthorpe  S.F., 
13,  Aug.  25th  and  26th.  Gibraltar  Point,  12,  Aug.  25th  and  26th.  Bardnev 
Ponds,  30,  Aug.  25th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  120,  Aug.  31st.  Whisby  G.P.,  10,  Sept. 
19th. 

Avocet.  Wisbech  S.F.,  June  12th  (JAWM). 

Grey  Phalarope.  Donna  Nook,  3,  Nov.  10th  (SL).  Mablethorpe.  Nov.  20th 
(GR,  GRP). 

Great  Skua.  Winter:  Freiston  Shore,  Jan.  17th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Dec.  30th. 
Autumn:  Donna  Nook,  one  south,  Oct.  9th  with  23  north’ and  9  south,  13th 
and  2  north,  25th.  Mablethorpe,  singles,  Sept.  12th,  16th,  26th  with  2,  28th; 
one,  Oct.  4th  with  5  south,  13th  and  one,  14th;  2  south,  Nov.  6th.  Huttoft,  3 
south,  Aug.  15th.  Anderby,  Sept.  10th.  Gibraltar  Point,  1  — 2,  Aug.  15th  to 
Sept.  30th  with  7  south,  Sept.  1st;  Nov.  6th. 

Pomarine  Skua.  Mablethorpe,  one  north,  Oct.  14th  (GR,  BP). 

Arctic  Skua.  Spring:  Gibraltar  Point,  one  north,  Apl.  30th.  Exceptionally 
rare  in  spring.  Autumn  max:  Donna  Nook,  56  south  Aug.  11th.  Anderby,  25 
south,  Sept.  10th.  Gibraltar  Point,  30  south,  Sept.  1st.  Mablethorpe,  21  south, 
Aug.  11th,  50,  Oct.  13th. 

Long-tailed  Skua.  Gibraltar  Point,  Sept.  28th  (EJM). 

Glaucous  Gull.  Donna  Nook,  second  winter,  Apl.  17th;  first  years,  Nov.  9th 
with  2,  10th  (CRG).  Theddlethorpe,  first  year,  Nov.  20th  (GR).  Skegness, 
first  year,  Nov.  10th  (JCN). 

Iceland/Glaucous  Gull.  Birds  not  specifically  identified.  Trusthorpe,  Dec. 
4th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Dec.  27th. 

Mediterranean  Gull.  Donna  Nook,  first  year  north,  Mar.  9th  (GKB). 
Mablethorpe,  second  year  north,  Aug.  11th  (BC,  GR) ;  adult,  Nov.  27th 
(GR,  GRP,  KA). 
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Little  Gull.  Killingholme,  adult  and  immature,  May  2nd.  Barton-on-Humber, 
immature,  June  26th.  Covenham  Res.,  June  16th;  adult,  Aug.  25th  —  27th. 
Donna  Nook,  Aug.  15th;  2  north,  Oct.  13th.  Theddlethorpe,  one  south, 
Aug.  21st.  Gibraltar  Point,  immature,  July  30th;  Aug.  22nd;  2  immatures  and 
one  adult,  Oct.  2nd;  25  south,  Oct.  17th;  adult  and  immature,  Oct.  25th. 
Bardney  Ponds,  several  immatures  and  juveniles,  Aug.  13th  to  Sept.  4th 
(about  6  birds  involved).  Whisby  G.P.  up  to  5,  May  10th  to  early  June. 
Welland  Mouth,  Apl.  25th;  May  23rd;  July  25th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  Sept.  25th 
30th.  More  numerous  than  usual. 

Sabine’s  Gull.  Donna  Nook,  adult  north,  Aug.  21st  (SL,  GKB,  KR,  VL). 
Gibraltar  Point,  adult,  July  31st  (KA,  EM);  adult,  Aug.  9th  (EM);  adult, 
Oct.  10th  (ADT) ;  immature,  Oct.  25th  (NRS  et  al).  An  exceptional  number 
of  records  for  one  year. 

Kittiwake.  Peak  passage:  Donna  Nook,  219  south,  Oct.  25th;  540  south, 
Nov.  9th.  Mablethorpe,  150  south,  Oct.  14th.  Trusthorpe,  200  south.  Nov. 
21st.  Gibraltar  Point,  3,000  south,  Nov.  6th;  300  south,  Nov.  9th.  Inland: 
Bardney  Ponds,  juvenile,  Aug.  24th  to  Sept.  4th.  Covenham  Res.,  immature, 
Mar.  4th  —  9th.  Killingholme,  3  flying  up  river,  Sept.  3rd. 

Black  Tern,  Spring:  Barton-on-Humber,  Apl.  24th;  3,  June  9th.  Market 
Rasen,  2,  May  6th.  Donna  Nook,  May  8th.  Covenham  Res.,  3,  May  7th  and 
one,  8th;  June  5th.  Mablethorpe,  May  6th.  Theddlethorpe,  May  7th.  Huttoft, 
May  6th  —  8th  with  3,  9th.  Welland  Mouth,  Apl.  25th.  Autumn:  Donna 
Nook,  3,  Aug.  2nd  with  singles  on  1 1th,  23rd  and  29th.  Covenham  Res.,  up  to 
3,  Aug.  25th  to  Sept.  2nd.  Huttoft,  2,  Aug.  2nd.  Bardney  Ponds,  Aug.  1st  to 
Sept.  4th,  max:  15,  Aug.  24th.  Gibraltar  Point,  2,  July  31st;  25  south,  Aug. 
1st,  with  9  south,  2nd  and  one,  27th;  Sept.  24th.  Frampton  Marsh,  5.  Aug. 
22nd;  Oct.  1st.  Wisbech  S.F.,  8,  July  31st. 

Caspian  Tern.  Gibraltar  Point,  Sept.  5th  (CCB,  NRS,  IL).  Only  one  previous 
record  in  1851. 

Common  Tern,  Max:  Gibraltar  Point,  700,  Aug.  7th. 

Arctic  Tern,  Donna  Nook,  June  28th  to  Sept.  21st,  max:  25,  Aug.  23rd. 
Gibraltar  Point,  singles  Apl.  and  May;  up  to  12,  Aug.  and  Sept.  Inland: 
Bardney  Ponds,  juvenile,  Aug.  19th  —  25th.  Covenham  Res.,  Sept,  2nd. 

Little  Tern,  Breeding  pairs:  North  Coates,  54.  Donna  Nook,  17.  Saltfleet 
Haven,  12.  Saltfleetby  Preserve,  25.  Skegness,  10.  Gibraltar  Point,  13.  The 
total  of  at  least  130  pairs  is  more  than  for  many  years.  At  least  46  young  flew, 
though  success  was  poor  in  the  south.  Inland :  Covenham  Res.,  2,  Aug.  26th. 

Sandwich  Tern.  Peak  passage:  Donna  Nook,  340,  July  17th.  Saltfleet,  225, 
Aug.  9th.  Gibraltar  Point,  750,  Aug.  23rd. 

Razorbill.  Donna  Nook,  dead,  Feb.  9th;  2,  Aug.  23rd.  North  Coates,  dead, 
May  16th,  Mablethorpe,  2,  Oct.  13th.  Gibraltar  Point,  2,  July  30th. 

Little  Auk,  Trusthorpe,  one  north,  Nov,  21st  (KA,  GR). 

Guillemot.  Donna  Nook,  2,  Sept.  18th.  Dead  birds  on  Jan.  3rd,  Feb.  2nd  and 
23rd,  Mar.  1st  and  8th,  Apl.  4th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Feb.  22nd;  Aug.  1st,  28th 
and  30th.  Wainfleet,  dead,  Mar.  21st. 

Puffin.  Donna  Nook,  Mar.  22nd;  Sept.  17th;  dead  birds  on  Feb.  2nd  and 
July  10th.  Anderby,  Oct.  30th.  Gibraltar  Point,  2,  Nov.  7th. 

Auk  sp.  Mablethorpe,  90  north  and  70  south,  Oct.  13th. 

Great  Spotted  Cuckoo.  Anderby  Creek,  May  9th  (KA).  The  1st  county 
record. 
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Long-cared  Owl.  Breeding:  Theddlethorpe,  a  pair  reared  3  young.  Passage: 
Donna  Nook,  Apl.  11th;  Aug.  22nd  —  24th.  Anderby  Creek,  Apl.  21st  — 
25th.  Gibraltar  Point,  1  —  2,  Mar.  28th  to  May  2nd. 

Nightjar.  Passage:  Marshchapel,  June  22nd.  Lincoln,  Aug.  24th.  Gibraltar 
Point,  Aug.  23rd. 

Alpine  Swift.  Healing  nr.  Grimsby,  found  weak,  Aug.  6th,  died  on  8th 
(ECM,  PH).  Specimen  in  Birmingham  City  Museum.  The  3rd  county  record. 

Kingfisher.  Recovery  continues.  Reported  from  over  25  localities  from  all 
parts  of  the  County. 

Hoopoe.  Donna  Nook,  Apl.  17th  and  25th  —  27th;  at  least  one.  May  8th 
(SL,  GKB,  KR). 

Green  Woodpecker.  Coastal:  Gibraltar  Point,  Oct.  9th. 

Great  Spotted  Woodpecker,  Coastal:  Donna  Nook,  Oct.  14th.  Gibraltar 
Point,  Nov.  6th. 

Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker.  Twigmoor,  2.  Mar.  14th. 

Wryneck.  Spring:  Donna  Nook.  May  5th  (CRG).  Covenham,  May  21st 
(MM).  Autumn:  Donna  Nook.  Aug.  21st  —  22nd  with  2,  25th  and  one  26th  - 
27th  (CRG).  Cleethorpes,  Aug.  24th  (RKN).  Theddlethorpe,  Aug.  24th;  Sept. 
16th  (GR,  GRP).  Gibraltar  Point,  at  least  4,  Aug.  22nd  —  27th.  RBW  et  al). 

Short-toed  Lark.  Gibraltar  Point,  Sept.  18th  —  26th  RLS,  RBYV,  EJM 
et  al).  The  1st  county  record  and  showing  characteristics  of  one  of  the  greyish 
eastern  races. 

Woodlark.  Donna  Nook,  one  south,  Apl.  2nd  (GKB). 

Shore  Lark.  Donna  Nook,  63,  Jan.  4th  with  up  to  30  to  early  Feb.  and  up  to 
10  to  Apl.  23rd;  from  Oct.  7th  with  up  to  40  in  Nov.  and  Dec.  Theddlethorpe. 
30,  Dec.  21st.  Mablethorpe,  up  to  9,  Oct.  9th  -  15th;  17,  Dec.  1 1th.  Gibraltar 
Point,  Jan.  to  Apl.  5th,  max:  35,  Jan.  3rd;  Oct.  13th  to  Dec.  31st,  max:  70, 
Dec.  17th.  Freiston  Shore,  up  to  30,  Oct.  to  Dec.  Kirton  Frampton  Marsh, 
10,  Oct.  to  Dec.  Inland:  Covenham  Res.,  Nov.  27th. 

Golden  Oriole.  Wisbech  S.F..  a  male.  Aug.  7th —  14th  JAWM  et  al). 
Very  scarce  in  autumn. 

Hooded  Crow.  Donna  Nook,  1  — 2,  Mar.  17th  to  Apl.  16th;  singles,  Oct. 
26th  to  Nov.  17th,  with  3,  Nov.  14th;  Dec.  13th.  Goxhill,  Mar.  20th.  Anderby, 
Oct.  31st.  Rimac,  dead,  Mar.  7th.  Gibraltar  Point,  singles  Jan.;  2.  Apl.  3rd 
with  7,  4th;  Oct.  27th  to  end  Dec.,  max:  17,  Nov.  5th.  Wainfleet,  Mar.  28th. 
Inland:  Welton-le-Marsh,  Dec.  12th.  Laughton,  Dec.  12th.  Skidbrook.  Feb. 
14th.  Baston  Fen,  2,  Jan.  31st. 

Jay.  Coastal:  Donna  Nook,  Oct.  23rd.  Gibraltar  Point,  Dec.  31st. 

Coal  Tit.  Coastal:  Donna  Nook,  2,  Oct.  1st,  showing  characteristics  of  the 
continental  race,  P.  a.  ater.  Gibraltar  Point,  up  to  6,  Oct.  Anderby  Creek, 
Oct.  23rd  with  2,  30th. 

Marsh  Tit.  Coastal:  Gibraltar  Point,  Apl.  18th. 

Treecreeper.  Coastal:  Gibraltar  Point,  Aug.  27th. 

Bearded  Tit.  Breeding:  a  pair  nested  at  the  1970  site.  Passage  and  winter: 
Chapel  Pit,  1  — 2,  Jan.  and  Feb.  Goxhill,  Oct.  27th.  Killingholme,  Oct.  30th. 
Donna  Nook,  3,  Oct.  11th.  Theddlethorpe,  2,  Oct.  23rd.  Huttoft  up  to  7, 
Oct.  23rd  to  end  Dec.  Gibraltar  Point,  4,  Oct.  27th;  Nov.  3rd  —  4th. 

Ring  Ouzel.  Donna  Nook,  Apl.  13th.  Rimac,  Oct.  3rd.  Sutton-on-Sea,  (9ct. 
16th.  Huttoft,  Sept.  27th.  Gibraltar  Point,  3,  Apl.  16th  with  2,  25th;  Sept. 
24th;  6,  Oct.  9th  with  2.  10th  and  one,  27th  —  28th.  Inland:  Bardney  Ponds. 
Oct.  6th.  Somerton  Castle,  a  late  bird,  Nov.  28th. 
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Wheatear.  Max:  Donna  Nook,  18,  Aug.  27th.  Gibraltar  Point,  20,  May  1st; 
50,  Aug.  29th;  60,  Sept.  11th.  Birds  showing  characteristics  of  Greenland 
Wheaters,  Oe.  Oe.  leucorrhoa.  Donna  Nook,  up  to  3,  Apl.  21st  to  June  30th. 
Gibraltar  Point,  2,  Apl.  23rd. 

Stonechat.  Barton-on-Humber,  Feb.  7th.  Donna  Nook,  Jan.  3rd  —  10th. 
Mablethorpe,  Nov.  13th.  Huttoft,  Oct.  8th  —  24th.  Anderby  ,Feb.  27th. 
Gibraltar  Point.  Feb.  27th;  Sept.  11th;  up  to  4,  Oct.  to  Dec.  Friskney,  Mar. 
7th.  Old  Leake,  2,  Jan.  10th.  Baston  Fen,  Mar.  6th;  2  pairs  in  Dec. 

Whinchat.  Max:  Donna  Nook,  40,  Aug.  25th.  Gibraltar  Point,  25,  Sept.  20th. 

Redstart.  Max:  Gibraltar  Point,  30,  Sept.  11th  and  18th —  19th. 

Black  Redstart.  Donna  Nook,  Apl.  8th —  1  1th  and  23rd.  Rimac,  May  9th. 
Anderby,  Apl.  25th.  Gibraltar  Point,  May  8th;  3,  Oct.  3rd;  Nov.  11th. 

Nightingale.  Coastal :  Donna  Nook,  May  5th.  Rimac,  May  9th. 

Aquatic  Warbler.  Theddlethorpe,  trapped,  Sept.  8th  RMJ,  CFM,  JBH). 
The  1st  county  record. 

Icterine  Warbler.  Donna  Nook,  2,  Aug.  24th  with  3,  25th  and  one,  26th  (SL, 
GKB,  KR,  MH).  Gibraltar  Point,  1  —  3,  Aug.  24th  to  Sept.  9th.  RBW  et  al). 

Blackcap.  Winter:  Gibraltar  Point,  a  female,  Dec.  16th —  17th.  Theddle- 
thorpe,  a  female,  Dec.  26th. 

Barred  Warbler.  Donna  Nook,  Aug.  24th  and  26th;  Nov.  2nd  to  Dec.  6th, 
an  exceptionally  late  date  (SL,  MH,  GKB).  Anderby  Creek,  Aug.  25th. 
Gibraltar  Point,  Aug.  24th  and  29th;  2,  Sept.  20th  and  one,  21st;  Oct.  26th. 

Garden  Warbler.  Autumn  max:  Gibraltar  Point,  30,  Aug.  27th. 

Willow  Warbler.  Autumn  max:  Gibraltar  Point,  100,  Aug.  22nd. 

Wood  Warbler.  Donna  Nook,  Aug.  25th.  Anderby  Creek,  Aug.  28th.  Gibraltar 
Point,  2,  May  1st;  2,  Aug.  27th  and  one,  30th;  Sept.  5th.  Friskney  Decoy  N.R., 
Aug.  8th. 

Goldcrest.  Peak  passage:  Donna  Nook,  30,  Oct.  29th.  Theddlethorpe,  100, 
Oct.  27th.  Anderby  Creek,  50,  Oct.  26th.  Gibraltar  Point,  50,  Sept.  18th  and 
23rd;  60,  Oct.  21st.  and  27th. 

Firecrest,  Donna  Nook,  2,  Oct.  27th  with  one  to  30th  (SL,  RKN,  DH,. 
Theddlethorpe,  at  least  4,  Oct.  28th  —  29th  (GR,ACB  et  al).  Anderby  Creek, 
3  different  birds,  Oct.  26th,  28th  and  30th  (KA,  PH).  Gibraltar  Point,  Oct. 
31st  (RBW).  Wainfleet,  Oct.  29th  (RP). 

Pied  Flycatcher,  Spring:  Donna  Nook,  Apl.  23rd.  Theddlethorpe,  2,  Apl. 
26th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Apl.  24th  with  5,  26th  and  1  —  2  to  May  2nd.  Autumn 
max:  Donna  Nook,  40,  Aug.  24th.  Theddlethorpe,  30,  Aug.  24th;  25,  Sept. 
9th.  Anderby,  10,  Aug.  25th.  Gibraltar  Point,  80,  Aug.  24th. 

Red-breasted  Flycatcher.  Theddlethorpe,  Aug.  23rd  (GRP). 

Richard’s  Pipit,  Donna  Nook,  Oct.  22nd  (SL,  DH). 

Tawny  Pipit.  1970:  Wisbech  S.F.,  Sept.  25th  (JAWM).  The  2nd  county  record. 

Rock  Pipit.  Inland:  Covenham  Res.,  Mar.  4th  —  27th;  Oct.  6th;  Nov.  11th. 
Bardney  Ponds,  Oct.  5th.  Birds  showing  characteristics  of  A.  o.  littoralis ,  Donna 
Nook,  Mar.  15th,  with  3,  31st;  Apl.  13th. 

Water  Pipit.  Showing  characteristics  cfT.  s.  spinoletta.  Wainfleet,  Apl.  7th  (AD). 

White  Wagtail.  Birds  showing  characteristics  of  M.a.  alba ,  Barton-on-Humber, 
Apl.  25th.  Killingholme,  Apl.  21st.  Messingham,  2,  Apl.  3rd  and  18th.  Coven¬ 
ham  Res.,  Apl.  25th.  Donna  Nook,  3,  Apl.  18th  and  one,  20th  —  21st;  Aug. 
16th  and  25th  —  27th;  3,  Sept.  4th  with  one.  17th  and  2,  21st;  Oct.  12th. 
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Grey  Wagtail.  Market  Rasen,  Feb.  2nd.  Goxhill,  Aug.  31st.  Covenham  Res., 
Sept.  16th.  Mablethorpe,  south,  Sept.  30th;  2,  Oct.  10th.  Bardney  Ponds, 
Sept.  30th  to  Oct.  5th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Aug.  25th;  Sept.  11th  with  3,  18th, 
2  south,  20th  and  one  south,  24th;  Oct.  2nd.  Wisbech  S.F.,  several,  Nov.  and 
Dec.  Lincoln,  Jan.  9th;  Nov.  24th.  Rowston,  Nov.  28th.  Louth,  Dec.  17th. 
Baston  Fen,  juvenile,  July  11th. 

Blue-headed  Wagtail,  Showing  characteristics  of  M.  f.  /lava ,  Gibraltar  Point, 
a  male,  Apl.  27th. 

Waxwing.  Barton-on-Humber,  3,  Dec.  15th.  Mablethorpe,  4,  Dec.  6th. 
Louth,  Jan.  9th;  12,  Dec.  11th —  13th.  Seacroft,  up  to  8,  Jan.  23rd  —  31st; 
16,  Dec.  27th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Feb.  3rd;  1  — 2,  Nov.  and  Dec.  Stickney,  2, 
Dec.  2nd.  Pfalton  Holgate,  Nov.  15th.  Lincoln,  Feb.  10th  and  17th;  Mar.  14th; 
Nov.  20th.  North  Hykeham,  up  to  16,  Mar.  14th  —  22nd.  Stoke  Rochford, 
Nov.  12th. 

Great  Grey  Shrike.  Goxhill,  Jan.  1st  —  21st.  Twigmoor,  Mar.  13th.  Donna 
Nook,  Apl.  5th —  14th;  1  — 2,  Oct.  26th  to  Nov.  2nd;  Nov.  26th.  Theddle- 
thorpe,  Mar.  31st;  Apl.  11th  and  14th;  Oct.  10th  —  3 1st.  Trusthorpe,  Apl. 
9th.  Ffuttoft,  Apl.  3rd.  Nr.  Alford,  Feb.  28th.  Linwood  Warren,  Nov.  20th. 
Salmonby,  Nov.  7th.  Louth,  Dec.  17th.  Tattershall,  Jan.  2nd  and  16th.  Firsby, 
Apl.  11th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Apl.  10th —  16th;  2,  May  2nd;  Oct.  5th  to  Nov. 
7th.  Summer:  Grebbv  Park,  mid-May  to  mid-July  (WGH,  RBW,  KA). 

Red-backed  Shrike.  Spring:  Hawthorpe,  May  2nd.  Autumn:  Donna  Nook, 
up  to  5,  Aug.  24th  —  27th;  Sept.  4th  and  10th  — —  29th.  Gibraltar  Point,  at 
least  2,  Aug.  25th  to  Sept.  6th;  Oct.  16th.  Rimac,  Aug.  29th. 

Hawfinch.  Laughton  Common,  Feb.  25th. 

Siskin.  Twigmoor,  up  to  300,  Jan.  to  early  May;  30,  Dec.  15th.  Laughton 
Forest,  100,  Apl.  3rd.  Brumby  Common,  6,  Apl.  12th;  35,  Oct.  30th.  Linwood 
Warren,  up  to  20,  Feb.  and  Mar.  Whisby  G.P.,  Mar.  20th;  Sept.  19th.  Staple- 
ford,  20,  Mar.  30th.  Hartsholme  G.P.,  6,  Feb.  8th.  Stoke  Rochford,  2,  Feb. 
28th;  4,  A4ar.  31st;  from  Oct.  31st  with  45,  Nov.  12th.  Covenham,  Nov.  14th. 
Donna  Nook,  Sept.  19th;  Oct.  27th  with  3  south,  29th;  Nov.  2nd  and  29th; 
2,  Dec.  1st  with  10  north,  6th.  Anderby  Creek,  Sept.  25th  with  3,  27th;  Oct. 
30th  and  2,  3lst.  Gibraltar  Point,  Jan.  1st  —  5th;  Sept.  18th  with  10,  20th; 
up  to  25,  Oct.;  strong  southerly  passage  in  Nov.  with  16  on  3rd,  20  on  4th, 
20  on  5th,  12  on  6th,  80  on  7th,  20  on  8th  and  2,  13th;  6  south,  Dec.  12th. 

Twite.  Max:  Donna  Nook,  280,  Mar.  7th.  Gibraltar  Point,  300,  Jan.  17th 
and  Feb.  6th  —  7th;  1,000,  Oct.  19th  —  22nd.  Boston  Point,  3,000,  Jan.  31st. 
Serin.  Donna  Nook,  one  south,  Nov.  3rd  (SL).  The  4th  county  record. 

Crossbill.  Friskney  Decoy  N.R.,  4,  June  9th.  Spilsby,  June  25th.Theddlethorpe 
one  south,  Aug.  24th.  Brumby  Common,  3,  Dec.  28th. 

Ortolan  Bunting.  Donna  Nook,  a  female,  May  6th;  2  immatures,  Aug.  25th 
and  one,  26th  (SL,  GKB).  Theddlethorpe,  a  female,  May  12th  (GR).  Only  6 
previous  records. 

Lapland  Bunting.  Donna  Nook,  up  to  4,  Jan.;  1  —  2,  Oct.  to  Dec.  Trusthorpe 
S.F.,  2,  Dec.  5th  and  one,  12th.  Gibraltar  Point,  up  to  6,  Jan.  1st  —  5th; 
Sept.  1st;  up  to  3,  Nov.  and  Dec.  Gedney,  Oct.  10th;  Nov.  7th.  Nenemouth, 
Jan.  31st;  Feb.  28th;  Nov.  7th;  3,  Dec.  5th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  Nov.  20th. 

Snow  Bunting.  Max:  Donna  Nook,  600,  Jan.  1st.  Gibraltar  Point,  300, 
Jan.  3rd.  Inland:  Barton-on-Pfumber,  9,  Jan.  2nd.  Goxhill,  3,  Nov.  13th. 
Nettleton,  15,  Oct.  23rd.  Covenham  Res.,  up  to  80,  Jan.  to  Mar.;  Sept.  16th; 
2,  Oct.  3rd;  2,  Nov.  11th 


K.  Atkin. 
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EXTREME  DATES  OF  SOME  COMMON  MIGRANTS 


jack  Snipe 

to  April  17th  and  from  September  25th. 

Whimbrel 

from  March  14th  and  to  October  23rd. 

Common  Sandpiper 

from  April  16th  and  to  September  25th. 

Greenshank 

from  April  16th  and  to  November  21st. 

Arctic  Skua 

from  April  30th  and  to  October  10th. 

Common/Arctic  Tern 

from  April  20th  to  October  22nd. 

.Arctic  Tern 

to  November  2nd. 

Little  Tern 

from  April  17th  to  October  1st. 

Sandwich  Tern 

from  April  16th  to  October  9th. 

Turtle  Dove 

from  April  22nd  to  October  24th. 

Cuckoo 

from  April  18th  to  September  22nd. 

Swift 

from  May  1st  to  October  9th. 

Swallow 

from  April  15th  to  November  18th 

House  Martin 

from  April  16th  to  November  17th. 

Sand  Martin 

from  April  3rd  to  November  3rd. 

Hooded  Crow 

to  April  4th  and  from  October  27th. 

Fieldfare 

to  June  4th  and  from  August  12th. 

Redwing 

to  May  9th  and  from  August  24th. 

Wheatear 

from  March  15th  to  October  25th. 

Whinchat 

from  April  16th  to  October  9th 

Redstart 

from  April  20th  to  October  26th. 

Grasshopper  Warbler 

from  April  17th  to  August  25th. 

Reed  Warbler 

from  April  24th  to  September  24th. 

Sedge  Warbler 

from  April  20th  to  October  10th. 

Blackcap 

from  March  27th  to  December  26th  (?) 

Garden  Warbler 

from  April  20th  to  October  28th. 

Whitethroat 

from  April  17th  to  September  25th. 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

from  April  20th  to  September  26th. 

Willow  Warbler 

from  April  7th  to  October  27th. 

Chiffchaff 

from  March  14th  to  October  29th 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

from  May  7th  to  October  9th. 

Pied  Flycatcher 

from  April  23rd  to  October  13th. 

Tree  Pipit 

from  April  22nd  to  September  25th. 

Yellowr  Wagtail 

from  April  21st  to  October  27th. 

Twite 

to  April  21st  and  from  September  25th. 

Brambling 

to  April  21st  and  from  October  6th. 

Snow  Bunting 

to  April  5th  and  from  September  13th. 

B.  M.  Chapman 
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The  following  have  contributed  to  observations : 


M.  J.  Allen 

J.  Andrews 
*K.  Atkin 
^D.  Balderson 
M.  A.  S.  Bates 

A.  Bell 

V.  Bell 

R.  Berkeley 
C.  Bibby 
*A.  C.  Blackburn 

B.  Bort 

C.  I.  Bort 

A.  J.  Bradshaw 
R.  Bromilow 

C.  Brown 

C.  G.  Broon 
*G.  K.  Brown 
*B.T.O. 

J.  Burkett 

J.  Cadbury 
Cambridge  Bird  Club 
G.  Catley 

B.  Chapman 
B.  Childs 

*Cleethorpes  Ringing  Group 
R.  Collier 
P.  Conder 
*W.  A.  Cook 
B.  Corner 
G.  Cox 

A.  Davison 
R.  Dawson 
J  Day 

Doncaster  &  District  O.S. 
*J.  A.  East 
*J.  Eastmead 
*S.  P.  Eastmead 
G.  M.  S.  Easy 
*G.  R.  Ekins 

D.  O.  Elias 
*R.  Emmens 

M.  Everett 
M.  Frettingham 
A.  B.  Gammel 

K.  Garton 

^Gibraltar  Point  B.O. 

D.  Goulsbra 

D.  Harrison 

J.  B.  Harrison 

K.  K.  Harrison 
P.  Haywood 
A.  Heath 

R.  A.  O.  Hickling 
R.  Higgins 

W.  G.  Hoff 
P.  N.  Holden 
M.  Hopper 

*C.  Hudson 
A.  Hunter 

E.  V.  Irvine 
*C.  Jackson 

M.  Johnson 
*R.  M.  Jones 
M.  Jordan 
*L.  Kearsley 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelway 

F.  Kime 


T.  Kitchen 

I.  Lamb 

G.  F.  Leachman 
Leicester  &  Rudand  O.S. 

E.  Logan 

*R.  Lorand 
*S.  Lorand 

V.  Lorand 

C.  Lowe 

C.  F.  Mapletoft 
*J.  R.  Marshall 

E.  C.  Mason 
E.  Maughn 

H.  Maughn 
*C.  J.  Mead 

M.  Mellor 

*C.  D.  T.  Minton 
*C.  R.  Morrison 

J.  A.  W.  Moyes 
A.  Naylor 

J.  Newby 
J.  C.  Nicholson 
*R.  K.  Norman 
J.  Owen 

A.  Parker 

S.  Parker 

B.  Patterden 
G.  R.  Paul 

*R.  Pearson 
*W.  M.  Peet 
R.  E.  M.  Pilcher 
R.  Porter 
G.  L.  A.  Posnett 
A.  Prater 
*P.  A.  Prince 
R.  Raby 

C.  Redfern 

E.  J.  Redshaw 
A.  Reese 
G.  Roberts 
*K.  Robinson 
R.S.P.B. 

*G.  P.  Shaw 
A.  Stephens 
*F.  Stewart 

N.  R.  Stocks 
R.  L.  Swann 

C.  Taylor 

T.  Taylor 

L.  Tebbutt 
G.  Thomas 
R.  Thorpe 

A.  D.  Townsend 
J.  Turner 
T.  J.  Tyrell 
A.  E.  Vine 
T.  J.  Walker 

W.  H.  Walker 
A.  R.  Ward 

M.  Warren 

*Wash  Wader  Ringing  Group 
P.  N.  Watts 
M.  J.  Wigginton 
*R.  B.  Wifkinson 
P.  Williams 
*P.  J.  Wilson 


denotes  that  observers  have  contributed  records  to  the  Ringing  Report). 
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